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As business owners and employees
navigate through unprecedented situa-
tions relating to the Coronavirus shut-
down, employee/customer safety, and
thoughts of re-starting and re-opening,
there are a wealth of information and
resources available. 

Baraga County’s Economic
Development Corporation (EDC) was
reactivated in 2016 after being dormant
for a number of years. The local EDC was
originally founded in 1983. The group now
has a contract with the business develop-
ment group, Lake Superior Community
Partnership (LSCP). In normal times, and
now, there are resources available to busi-
ness ranging from pathways to financial
assistance, marketing correctly, business
expansion, COVID-19 safety and precau-
tions, etc. 

The Baraga County Chamber of
Commerce has also been a very helpful
partner in steering information to busi-
nesses, and steering businesses to
resources. 

Baraga County EDC’s 1983 mission
was to “promote economic prosperity”.
The creation of the first L’Anse industrial
park on Dynamite Hill Road was an early
success. In 2016 the EDC was appointed
by the county board. Community leaders
were charged with the mission of retain-
ing the area’s youth, supporting existing

businesses and creating opportunities for
new business.

Mary Myers is LSCP’s Director of
Business Development based in
Marquette. She explained that the county
EDC was restarted in 2016 through a
grant from the Michigan EDC. Interest
was high for information and business
development leadership and the relation-

ship with the Lake Superior Community
Partnership was formed. 

The board of directors for Baraga
County’s EDC includes Chair Mark
Massicotte, Secretary Koray Inal,
Treasurer Ethan Johnson, and Directors
Bill Menge, Bob LaFave, Roy
Kemppainen, Steve Koski and Margie
Hale. 

Myers emphasized that local business-
es can benefit from the wealth of help that
is available covering many areas.

Assistance, info available to local businesses

The Western Upper Peninsula Health
Department (WUPHD) received notifica-
tion on Thursday, April 30, 2020, of the
first COVID-19 positive case in Baraga
County. The case is a male with a recent
history of travel. 

The Health Department continues to
investigate to determine if the case is
travel related and if additional people
have been in close contact with the indi-
vidual.

“We will be closely monitoring any
individuals who may have had direct, per-
sonal contact with the identified case,
such as household contacts,” said Kate
Beer, Health Officer at WUPHD. 

“Additional information will be provid-
ed if our investigation reveals any possi-
ble lower-risk community exposures.
Please remember this is a time for us to
support each other and work together to
reduce any possible spread of illness in

Local business folks have a history of working on job retention and expansion.

COVID-19
Continued on page 2A

‘Positive’
turns up
in county

Prison tests
begin at 
Baraga Max

Business
Continued on page 2A

Beginning Monday at the Baraga
Correctional Facility, medical specialists
from the Michigan National Guard will
assist Michigan Department of
Corrections (MDOC) staff in testing
every prisoner at the facility. The guard
members will then move east across the
U.P. with the goal of testing one facility
each day.

“The medical professionals of the
Michigan National Guard are proud to
assist with COVID-19 testing in the
Upper Peninsula,” said Maj. Gen. Paul
Rogers, adjutant general and director of
the Michigan Department of Military and
Veterans Affairs. “We are community
members and neighbors, and we always
ready to assist in the fight against
COVID-19.”

After Baraga, the facilities being test-
ed include Alger Correctional Facility,
Marquette Branch Prison, Newberry
Correctional Facility, Chippewa
Correctional Facility and Kinross
Correctional Facility. 

All prisoners will be tested, totaling
about 7,500 prisoners.

Awaiting arrival of family, friends and community
members, L'Anse Bayside Village residents and
employees lined up outside on Thursday, April 30,
2020.  The weather cooperated for the parade and the

residents enjoyed the sunshine while waiting for the
parade to pass by. Below, Fire Chief Mike Bianco led
the procession to Bayside Village. The parade spread
cheer and smiles for residents and employees.

Parade for residents

EPA grants KBIC water application

Prisoners
Continued on page 2A

The Keweenaw Bay Indian
Community (KBIC) announced that on
April 21, 2020, the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) signed KBIC’s
approved application for Treatment as a
State (TAS) status for Water Quality
under §518(e) of the Clean Water Act
(CWA). 

KBIC is the first tribe in Michigan to
achieve TAS regulatory authority for
water quality. TAS permits KBIC to
administer a water quality standards
(WQS) program for KBIC’s L’Anse Indian
Reservation under CWA §303 and the cer-
tification program under CWA §401.

Now that the TAS application has been
approved, the KBIC will proceed with the
next steps towards administering its WQS
program. 

First, KBIC continues its development
of water quality standards while working
closely with the EPA and the State of
Michigan. 

Once KBIC and EPA have determined
standards that can be reasonably

attained, a public hearing will take place,
at which time, the public will have the
opportunity to provide comments. The
EPA will then have 60-days to approve, or
90-days to disapprove, of KBIC’s Water
Quality Standards program.

The EPA has long encouraged and
assisted American Indian tribes to create
and administer locally- relevant environ-
mental programs. 

Kurt Thiede, EPA Region 5 Regional
Administrator, provided the following in
response to the KBIC TAS approval. 

“I am pleased to recognize the Tribe’s
authority to protect rivers and streams on
the L’Anse reservation and to safeguard
the health and heritage of its community
and natural resources,” Thiede said. 

Following TAS approval, KBIC
President Warren “Chris” Swartz stated,
“With honoring our first treaty with all
orders of creation which include our obli-
gations and connections to the natural
environment, it is imperative that  we take
the next steps in exercising our sover-

eignty. 
“The KBIC is excited to begin working

on the development of water quality stan-
dards that will take into account the well-
being of our local community,” Swartz
said. 

“By obtaining Treatment as a
Sovereign, we will continue building rela-
tionships with our local, state and federal
partners in protecting our water
resources here on the KBIC L’Anse
Reservation,” Swartz added.

For more about the KBIC WQS pro-
gram and its process on achieving KBIC
TAS for water, please contact Stephanie
Cree at scree@kbic-nsn.gov 

Read the EPA statement
on KBIC Treatment as a
State (TAS) for water, and

see related photos
on page 3A.



2A-The Sentinel, Wednesday, May 6, 2020

Death
Notices

Friends and family were on hand to let Bayside
Village residents know how much they have
been missed since visitors have been restricted

at Bayside Village due to COVID-19. Many par-
ticipated in a parade last Thursday and resi-
dents and employees gathered outside. 

“Businesses can use
our expertise in retention
and expansion. We have a
staff of eight right now,
usually nine, and I’ve have
been coming to Baraga
County one day a week for
four years meeting with
businesses,” Myers said.
“Now (with the shut-down)
we are doing it by phone
and email.

“We have helped hun-
dreds of businesses apply
(for the current Payroll
Protection Program and
the Small Business
Administration’s disaster
loans) in Baraga,
Marquette and Dickinson
counties,” Myers said. “We
can help with everything
from business start-ups to
succession planning.”
The COVID era

Negotiating the unique
challenges during the
Coronavirus pandemic is
certainly a daunting man-
agement task for many
businesses. Re-starting is
on the horizon for closed
businesses and the local
EDC and Partnership are
there to help.

A “COVID-19 Business
Restart Toolkit” was post-
ed last week to guide busi-
nesses through the myriad
details to restarting after

the shutdown. Go to bara-
gacounty.org/edc to access
the six-page toolkit.

The overview states,
“As governors begin to
ease restrictions on the
economy, businesses are
going to have to decide
when and how they are
going to re-open. Most
health experts agree
COVID-19 is unlikely to be
a short-term problem, and
as there is no vaccine, the
signal to re-open may be
unclear. Businesses will
have to deal with this
uncertainty by managing
what will most likely be
new regulations, ongoing
management and phased
stages of opening.

“It is important that
businesses not only under-
stand the current regula-

tions from local and state
agencies, but, more impor-
tantly, understand their
company, their employees,
and their customers.
Businesses will need to
think strategically about
how to re-open, as opposed
to just opening their doors
and resuming regular
business.”

The toolkit includes
detailed guidelines in the
areas of Regulatory;
Safety and Confidence in
the Workplace, Cleaning,
Hygiene and Signage;
Cashless Transactions;
Marketing and Promotion;
Human Resources; and
Financial and Reporting.
Links to additional infor-
mation and resources are
included.

LSCP sponsored its

second COVID-related
webinar on Friday, May 1,
2020. Business people
could send in questions
that were addressed by a
panel. The panelists
included specialists in the
re-start toolkit, health and
safety, employment law,
human resources and
marketing and promotion.

“We want to help busi-
nesses have a guide to re-
start and re-open when
this is over,” Myers said.
“We can help them keep
their employees and cus-
tomers safe, help with
marketing correctly. We
want to make sure busi-
nesses know they are not
in this alone.”

The recorded webinar
will be posted on the bara-
gacounty.org/edc site. 

Continued from page 1A

Business

More business resources
Invest UP has developed a network

of Upper Peninsula business support.
Online at update906.com the organiza-
tion has a listing of state and federal
programs to assist small business.
Information is included for the
Michigan Strategic Fund Awardee
Relief Program, PPE suppliers, start-
up funding, a Business Accelerator
Fund and Michigan Council for the Arts
emergency grants from state sources. 

Federal programs listed include the
Paycheck Protection Program, SBA
Express Bridge Loans, IRS Employee
Retention Tax Credits, small business

COVID-19 support, and grants for
advertising. 

Disaster Loan status
Deb Stouffer of the Baraga County

Chamber of Commerce has informed
members and the business community
how to check the status of Economic
Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) applica-
tions. 

“Call 1-800-659-2955 and ask to speak
to a ‘Tier 2 Specialist’. The specialist
will have read-only access to the file but
can confirm the status of the applica-
tion,” Stouffer explained. 

Businesses: ‘We’re all in this together’

GUIDANCE--is available to local business, as
well as financial resources. The county EDC
works with the Lake Superior Community
Partnership to assist businesses, particularly in
this time of crisis, and on a regular basis. 

“We are very grateful
for the support from the
National Guard in this
effort to continue our test-
ing of prisoners across the
state,” said MDOC
Director Heidi
Washington. 

“Their assistance will
allow us to accelerate our
plans for testing our popu-
lation, which will help us
keep our staff, prisoners
and the public safe,”
Washington said. 

The majority of the sol-
diers working on this proj-
ect are residents of the
U.P. MDOC employees
who are active members of
the Guard at these facili-

ties will also assist in the
process.

There will be 15, three-
person teams of Michigan
National Guard members
working with MDOC cus-
tody and non-custody staff
to complete the testing. 

Medical specialists
from the Michigan
National Guard will be in
each team and will handle
sample collections from
the prisoners.

Once samples are col-
lected from each facility,
the MDOC will transport
them to a lab for testing.
Results should be known
in about 48 hours.

“The clinicians, staff
and patients of War
Memorial Hospital appre-
ciate the effort to fully test
and identify the preva-
lence of the COVID-19
virus at Kinross
Correctional Facility and
other prisons in the UP,”
said David Jahn, president
and CEO, War Memorial
Hospital, Sault Ste Marie. 

“As a CEO who could be
calling upon my staff to
care for very sick infec-
tious disease patients, I
need to have as much
information as possible to
be prepared for a surge,”
Jahn said. 

Wear a mask
when in public

Continued from page 1A

Prisoners

Show of support

by Melissa Newland

Due to Covid-19 and the
inability of Bayside resi-

dents to be able to visit
with their families,
Bayside Village invited
family, friends and mem-
bers of the community to
participate in a drive-by
parade for residents. 

The parade was held
Thursday, April 30 at 2 p.m.
with approximately 50
vehicles, including the
L’Anse Fire Department
trucks and some individu-
als walking and holding up
signs for their loved ones.

The parade route start-
ed at the Keweenaw Bay
Ojibwa Community Col-
lege (KBOCC) parking lot,
went by Bayside Village
and circled around the cul-
de-sac and back out. 

The nice weather per-
mitted residents to be out-
side in the parking lot at
Bayside to watch as
parade members honked
and waved at residents.

Bayside Activities

Director Deb Merrill noted
the residents all had
smiles and enjoyed the
parade immensely.  

She noted some of the
residents made signs to
hold up for loved ones,
which was another high-
light of the day.  

“They (the residents)
loved making the signs and
using their own ideas,”
said Merrill.  “A lot of them
had family members in the
parade and enjoyed being
able to see them.”

Merrill stated the
parade was a great way for
the residents to connect
with family and friends
while maintaining social
distancing.

“We would like to thank
all who helped make our
parade for the residents
and families such a huge
success.  Our community
rocks. God Bless you all,”
noted Merrill.

Roger F. Griffin, of
L’Anse died at his home on
Wednesday, April 29, 2020.
Interment will take place
on Friday, May 22, 2020, in
Oakland Hills Memorial
Gardens in Novi, MI. The
Reid Funeral Service and
Chapel has been entrusted
with the funeral arrange-

ments.
Arthur J. Hill, a resi-

dent of Mohawk, died
Saturday, April 11, 2020, at
UP Health System-
Marquette. Per Art’s wish-
es, cremation has taken
place and a celebration of
life will be held at a later
date. The Erickson

Crowley Peterson Funeral
Home in Calumet is assist-
ing the family with the
arrangements.

Roger Jack Harju, a
resident of Commerce, MI,
died April 29, 2020. A
Memorial Service will he
held in the future. 

our community.”
There is currently no

vaccine to prevent COVID-
19. The best way to prevent
illness is to avoid being
exposed to this virus.

Prevention steps
include:

•Clean your hands
often. Scrub with soap for
at least 20 seconds. Use
hand sanitizer if you can-
not wash.

•Avoid close contact
with people who are sick.

•Stay home when you
are sick. Call ahead before
going to your healthcare
provider. Learn what to do
if you are sick.

•Clean and disinfect

frequently touched sur-
faces.

•Wear a mask while in
spaces occupied by the
public.

WUPHD is working to
coordinate their response
with community partners.
A local COVID-19 informa-
tional call line is available
Monday through Friday,
from 8 AM EST to 4 PM
EST at (906) 487- 5545.
Updates are also available
at www.wuphd.org.

There is a State infor-
mational hotline available
from 8 AM EST to 5 PM
EST seven days per week.
That number is 1-888-535-
6136. Additional informa-
tion on COVID-19 can be
found at the MDHHS
(www.michigan.gov/coron-
avirus), or at the CDC
(https://www.cdc.gov/coro-
navirus/2019- ncov/).

Continued from page 1A

COVID-19

Support residents, staff

Sentinel Subscriptions
Make Great Gifts

524-6194 or email us at
sentinel1886@gmail.com
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The deadline has passed to file as a partisan candidate for August.
Individuals who wish to file for Precinct Delegate 

may do so until May 5, 2020 at 4 p.m. 
Proposals can be submitted to be placed 

on the ballot until May 12, 2020. 

Candidates filed to appear 
on the August primary ballot

Position
County
County Commissioner, #1

County Commissioner, #2

County Commissioner, #3

County Commissioner, #4

County Commissioner, #5

Prosecuting Attorney

Sheriff

County Clerk/Register of Deeds

Treasurer

Mine Inspector

Township

Arvon Township
Supervisor
Clerk
Treasurer
Trustee (2)

Baraga Township
Supervisor
Clerk
Treasurer
Trustee (2)

Covington Township
Supervisor
Supervisor
Clerk
Treasurer
Trustee (2)

L'Anse Township
Supervisor
Clerk
Treasurer
Trustee (2)

Constable (2)

Spurr Township
Supervisor
Clerk
Treasurer
Trustee (2)

Name on Ballot

Gale W. Eilola
Liz Hakola

Will Wiggins
Michael R. Koskinen

Dan Robillard

Burt Mason
Lyle Olsen
Cindy Larson
Fran Whitman

William Rolof

Joseph P. O'Leary

Joe Brogan
Jim Gabe

Wendy J. Goodreau
Tammy J. Magaraggia

Jill C. Tollefson

Michael C. Legacy

Lisa M. Marinich
Krystal Larson
Chris R. Wahmhoff

Amy Isaacson
Michelle Fish
Catherine F. Wadaga
Jerry M. Dompier
Glenn Juntunen

Amber M. Franti
Lowella Eskel
Amy J. Leaf
Lisa M. Karcher
Tristan Leaf
Laurie L. Ahola

Peter Magaraggia

Kristine Rice
Shelley Lloyd

John P. Robillard
Jennie E. Nordstrom

Jack Wells
Danielle Mattson
Lori Carlson
Rose Ekdahl
Vickie Voegtline
Richard P. Taylor

Party

Republican
Democratic

Republican
Democratic

Republican

Republican
Republican
Republican
Democratic

Democratic

Republican

Republican
Republican

Republican
Democratic

Republican

Republican

Republican
Republican
Republican

Democratic
Democratic
Democratic
Republican
Republican

Republican
Democratic
Republican
Democratic
Republican
Republican

Republican

Democratic
Republican

Democratic
Republican

Democratic
Republican
Democratic
Democratic
Democratic
Republican

Two precinct delegates have filed:

Baraga Township Precinct 1 ---- Karen Ross DeKleyn, Democrat
L’Anse Township ---- Fran Whitman, Democrat

832 Sicotte Street  
L’Anse, MI 49946
(906) 524-6531 tel 
(906) 524-7533 fax

www.baysidevillage.org

Bayside Village residents along with our
staff would like to thank our community
for all of their support, patience and
understanding during this challenging
time. Our goal continues to  provide a
safe, caring and compassionate 
environment for our residents. We are
truly blessed to have such caring 
families, volunteers and community.

For information, please call or stop in.

Recovery and
rehabilitation-to-home

services
Long-term 

skilled nursing care
Namaste Care

To All Our Neighbors in Baraga County:
We would like to say we are thinking about you and praying for you 
during this time of crisis and uncertainty. We would also like to let you
know that we have benevolence funds available to assist individuals
and families in need during this time. Please contact Pastor Rich Little
at 906-395-0886 for more information or to apply for assistance.
And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s
love. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our
fears for today nor our worries about tomorrow—not even the 
powers of hell can separate us from God’s love. No power in the sky
above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will
ever be able to separate us from the love of God that is revealed in
Christ Jesus our Lord. - Romans 8:38-39

Zion Lutheran Church, Skanee
13511 Roland Lake Road, Skanee

906-524-6524 zionlutheranskanee.org

The following is the
EPA statement regarding
approval of KBIC’s TAS
for water quality:

On April 28, 2020, U.S.
Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) Region 5
announced the approval of
the Keweenaw Bay Indian
Community’s (KBIC’s)
application for “treatment
in a similar manner as a
state” under the federal
Clean Water Act for the
L’Anse Reservation in
Michigan. 

The tribe is now author-
ized to set water quality
standards for its reserva-
tion.

“I am pleased to recog-
nize the tribe’s authority to

protect rivers and streams
on the L’Anse reservation
and to safeguard the
health and heritage of its
community and natural
resources,” said EPA
Region 5 Admin-istrator
Kurt Thiede.

“With honoring our first
treaty with all orders of
creation which include our
obligations and connec-
tions to the natural envi-
ronment, it is imperative
that we take the next steps
in exercising our sover-
eignty,” said Warren C.
Swartz Jr, Keweenaw Bay
Indian Community tribal
president. 

“The KBIC is excited to
begin working on the
development of water

quality standards that will
take into account the well-
being of our local commu-
nity. By obtaining Treat-
ment as a Sovereign, we
will continue building rela-
tionships with our local,
state and federal partners
in protecting our water
resources here on the
KBIC L’Anse Reser-
vation.”

“EGLE (Environment,
Great Lakes and Energy)
welcomes the opportunity
to collaborate with the
Keweenaw Bay Indian
Community to fulfill our
shared goals of preserving
and protecting our natural
resources and public
health,” said Teresa
Seidel, Water Resources
Division director at the
Michigan Department of
EGLE. “We are pleased
KBIC has received this
designation, and with their
demonstrated commit-
ment to improving water
quality and quality of life
on the L’Anse Reser-
vation.”

EPA’s decision pro-
motes tribal self-govern-
ment and empowers the
tribe to develop water
quality standards and to
issue water quality certifi-
cations for actions requir-
ing federal permits on its
lands to protect tribal
waters.

With this authority, the
KBIC can develop water
quality standards as states
can do under Sections 303
and 401 of the Clean Water
Act. Once EPA has
reviewed and approved the
standards, the Tribe will
administer its surface
water quality program,
building upon its existing
successful environmental
programs.

A copy of the KBIC
Application and Response
to Comments will be post-
ed on EPA’s website:
https://www.epa.gov/mi/ke
weenaw-bay-indian-com-
munity-application-treat-
ment-state-water-quality-
standards  

For more information
on Treatment as a State,
and for a list of tribes with
the same designation,
please visit:
https://www.epa.gov/wqs-
tech/epa-actions-tribal-
water-quality-standards-
and-contacts

KBIC WATER DAY--Women from
KBNRD at the tribe’s Water Day
last March, celebrating the sacred-
ness of pure water. L-r, Alyssa
Norback, Dione Price, Shannon
DesRochers, Evelyn Ravindran,
Stephanie Cree, Serene Gauthier,

Erin Johnston, Karena Schmidt
and Kathleen Smith. Water Day,
2020, has been postponed due to
Coronavirus, but the speakers
want to attend and it will be
rescheduled when it is safe to do
so. 

SAMPLING WATER--KBIC Water Resources
Technician Jaren Forcia takes a sample. Reser-
vation water resources are monitored year-
round as data is gathered. 

EPA on KBIC approval

NOW SEEING PATIENTS
Monday • Tuesday • Wednesday

8:00 a.m. to 11:45 a.m., and 12:45 to 4:00 p.m.

For an appointment, call (906) 524-7114
Complete Family Eye Care

“Most insurances accepted”

116 E. Broad Street, L’Anse, MI

Look to us for

Have your eyes examined every two to three
years to guard against eye disease and ensure
your eyewear prescriptions are up to date. 

If you’re age 40 or older, scheduling an eye 
exam every one to two years is especially 
important to guard against age-related eye

diseases and vision loss.

Expert Eye Care.
Protect your sight  at
any age, and see us
for comprehensive
eye care focused 
on preserving 
healthy 
vision.

L’Anse
Sentinel
READERS!
Have your
paper 

delivered 
to you 

and save.
Contact us at the

L’Anse
Sentinel

P.O. Box 7 • L’Anse,
MI  49946
524-6194

sentinel1886@
gmail.com
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Something special among
weekly newspapers

Planet of the Humans
A disturbing documentary
Just mention the name Michael

Moore and you’ve already stirred up
half the planet. The controversial film-
maker has topped all previous works
(Bowling for Columbine, Fahrenheit
9/11) with the documentary released for
Earth Day, “Planet of the Humans”.

To say few are resting easy about
this feature-length film is putting it
mildly. 

Written and directed by Jeff Gibbs,
“Planet” shows humanity basically lay-
ing waste to the entire Earth, which,
arguably has and is happening at fright-
ening speed. 

Forests are destroyed, mining is
rampant for exotic minerals used in the
supposed mission to go “Green”. Green
itself is a bad word in Planet of the
Humans. 

Self-described as a “full frontal
assault on all our sacred cows,” Planet
exposes “Big Environment” such as the
Sierra Club, Environmental Defense,
Nature Conservancy, Natural Re-
sources Defense Council, (and Al Gore)
for depending on billionaires and corpo-
rate wealth for funding and promoting
“green capitalism”. 

Planet trashes the movement
toward electric vehicles, and thorough-
ly debunks wind and solar as dependent
for their technology and construction
on dirty fossil fuel. The documentary
claims these alternative energy
sources are expensive and unreliable,
and that they are based on fossil fuel
consumption. 

Climate experts and scientists are
so alarmed they’ve furiously called for
Planet to be taken down. Yet it’s free
(check YouTube) and in just days it had
three million views. 

Many from all sides of the political
and environmental spectrum claim
Planet is laden with misinformation,
false claims and twisted truths. It’s a
dark and disturbing story offering little
in the way of hope. 

Burning our way out
Where Gibbs and Moore hit the nail

on the head was in debunking “bio-
mass” and “biofuels” as the answer to
making energy. Neither are “green”. 

And here’s where Planet of the
Humans hits home:

Environmental activist Catherine
Andrews was filmed four or five years
ago on Main Street in L’Anse with the
Warden biomass plant looming. She
claims the alleged green energy plant is
an industrial incinerator and the film
shows the mountain of chemically
treated railroad ties and chipped tires
that are burned every day in downtown
L’Anse. 

“They’re really trying to say all
this alternative stuff isn’t working,”
Catherine told me. “The only way to
make a change is to change our
lifestyles. The Coronavirus pandemic
proves this out--the earth is cleaner
right now (with man’s activities cur-
tailed).”

The film takes on industrial wood
burning all over the world. Indeed,
burning down the forests for energy is
about as far from green as it gets. 

Some advocates rightfully claim the
solar and other alternative tech that is
trashed in the film is much more effec-
tive and efficient now, as the film took
eight years to create. 

The left hates that “green” is
debunked, the right loves that alterna-
tive energy is debunked. . .and on it
goes. 

The positive message buried in this
somber story is that our lifestyles must
change. We are not living sustainably;
the demands of our increasing global
population are not sustainable within
the finite limits of the planet. 

Since I celebrated the first Earth
Day as a school kid in 1970, I’ve waited
for those lifestyle changes to material-
ize. Instead, we wait to “tech” our way
out of this without sacrifice. . .

Fireside
Chat

by Barry Drue

‘Planet’ targets biomass

Big Wind is not going to save the Mother Ship.

Renewed call for 
music in school 
To the Editor,

In the 1950’s, our little
town’s primary employer
was a sawmill owned by
Henry Ford.  Then, in 1954,
we received a punch to our
economic solar plexus
when the sawmill closed.  

So, for over 5 years,
until Celotex Corporation
opened its new fiber board
plant, there was no tax
base.  Whatsoever.  Truly
hard times.

Yet the citizens and the
school board saw the need
to nourish the souls of the
young by not only funding
their students academical-
ly and athletically, but also
musically.  As a matter of
fact, the 1959 LHS year-
book, The Envoy, shows
photos of the band and
chorus where I count 48
band members and 87 in
the choir, one of the largest
in the UP.

How was it done, you
may ask?  Well, the vocal
program started in the
early grades, my 1st grade
teacher was the legendary
choir leader, Aino Hill, and
the instrumental program
began  about the same
time, I have photos of my
first day in school, proudly
showing off my ocarina.

Today, Ms. Poniatowski
is doing a wonderful job
building the numbers in
the band program, but
there is no vocal music
program to speak of.  As a
result, if you’re a church
goer, take a look at the

choir in your church, all
gray and white hair. 

I predict that within 10
years, we’ll have no church
choirs left.  As a matter of
fact, two of our area
churches have given up
their choirs because there
are no young singers to
replace those who are no
longer able to sing.  The
Bay Area Chorus also
faces the same issue, with
one or two exceptions,
we’re all gray hairs.

We’re all born with voic-
es, waiting to be stimulat-
ed and trained, and we
don’t have to plead with
our parents to spend
$3,000 on a new saxophone
to participate.

I realize we’re again in
“hard times”, with state
and federal mandates,
Michigan Tax Tribunal rul-
ings and other issues
affecting school income,
but we owe it to ourselves
to once again develop pro-
grams that not only nour-
ish our children’s minds
and bodies, we need to
nourish their souls.  

Perhaps a review of the
school’s finances and
budgets in the late 50’s will
offer some clues how they
were able to accomplish
what they managed to do.

This county has always
had a strong tradition of
vocal music, we need to
begin restoring that tradi-
tion so we can all sing
again.

--Rik Moilanen  
L’Anse

What
neglect
means?

As if parents don’t have
enough to worry about in
the midst of a pandemic, I
got an upsetting email
from a dad who wrote that
Child Protective Services
had come to investigate
him.

Not because his kids
weren’t social distancing.
Not because of beatings or
deliberate exposure to
dangerous germs. He was
being investigated for
allowing his kids, 10 and 4,
to play on their front lawn.

Even in the midst of a
bio-calamity, it seems the
mere sight of kids outside
on their own strikes some
as irresponsible. A call is
made. 

Instead of allocating
stretched state resources
toward families in actual
distress due to COVID-19,
CPS is still treating chil-
dren’s outdoor play as a
crime. How is that making
kids safer?

The email came to me
from a dad in Texas. He
wrote, “While letting my
kids play in my front yard,
CPS called on me. I wasn’t
out there with them but I
was going out every 5 to 10
minutes and watching
through the window
between checks.”

When the caseworker
arrived, his son made pop-
corn, and the caseworker
commented on how self-
reliant he was. But the
caseworker added, Dad
had to be by his kids’ side
at all times. That is simply
not true.

“Misstatements of law
like this happen all around
the country,” says long-
time Chicago-based child
welfare lawyer Diane
Redleaf. “Neglect laws are
intended to protect chil-
dren from serious harm.
That’s why it is important
to get child protection pol-
icy right.”    

The idea that kids can’t
play on their own lawn,
lightly supervised, is non-
sensical. When there’s a
pandemic and kids are
cooped up 24/7 for weeks
at a time, it is even more
important that we all
understand: Kids need
play time; parents need
work time.

And what of the fact
we’ve been told to keep
our in-person interactions
to a bare minimum? Did
the caseworker social dis-
tance? The dad told me
she had not, and she ques-
tioned him for over 40
minutes. So, if his family
had the virus and the
caseworker caught it,
“She would likely get sick
and spread it.”

In fact, protection dur-
ing a pandemic means
authorities must start rec-
ognizing that parents who
give their kids a bit of
independence, sometimes
out of rank necessity, are
not being neglectful.
They’re making the best
decision possible.

Think of the single
mom who has to run to the
supermarket. Should she
drag her kids to the store,
where they might acquire
or spread the virus? 

Doesn’t it make more
sense for her to leave the
10-year-old home with the
4-year-old for a little bit?

Neglect does not mean
making a decision you or I
might not make. Neglect
means making a decision
that no decent parent
would make. 

And then, once the pan-
demic recedes, let’s com-
mit ourselves to allowing
those kids and parents to
keep enjoying that pre-
cious independence.  

Lenore Skenazy is presi-
dent of Let Grow, founder
of Free-Range Kids and
author of “Has the World

Gone Skenazy?”
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Lenore
Skenazy

GLORY DAYS--L’Anse band, above, and choir,
below from the LHS 1959 yearbook, The Envoy.
Band and vocal music were very popular. Many
youth also participated in the Golden Eagles
Drum and Bugle Corps that earned statewide
honors in the early 1960’s. 
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Comments-continued

Battle lines are being drawn between
the two parties on the next round of
“stimulus”. Nancy Pelosi is demanding
as much as $1 trillion more in federal
money to bail out state budgets. The blue
states of California, Illinois, New Jersey
and New York are lining up to be first at
the trough. Mitch McConnell has said
there should be “no blue state bailout.” 

The idea of the federal government
giving money to states is foolish. It is
based on the fiscal illusion that politi-
cians in Washington have a multi-trillion-
dollar stash they can pass out to mayors
and governors. The federal government
doesn’t produce anything, which is why it
is called “the swamp.” Congress and the
White House can only “give” money to
states by taking it from other states and
their people. Any federal money is a
redistribution of income from taxpayers
in states that are fiscally responsible to
states that are not.

So, which states will win, and which
will lose? Gee, that is no mystery. We
know the states that have been hardest
hit are the blue states such as New York,
California, Illinois and New Jersey.

Except for Louisiana, the hardest-hit
states are all the bluest of blue. We also
know the states with the largest unfund-
ed liabilities in their public pension pro-
grams are blue states. These states
handed out massive pension benefits
that, in some cases, pay $100,000 or more

per year to former government workers,
which generally ranges from 30 to 50 per-
cent -- in some cases 100 percent -- more
than private sector workers get.    

These blue states made their beds as
fiscal conservatives howled in protest for
years. Never should the federal govern-
ment reward bad behavior. It isn’t just
bloated pensions with which blue states
waste tens of billions of dollars. The blue
states that want the most money from

Washington already spend and waste by
far the most, and they are, for the most
part, the richest states. Now they are
asking to get subsidized by states that
spend the least.

There is zero evidence the states that
spend the most have better services. Few
states have worse public services than
New York. Meanwhile, Tennessee, which
has better state and local services than
New York, spends one-half as much per
person. And it spends one-third as much
as California, Illinois and New Jersey.
California spends twice as much per mile
on road construction than Tennessee.
Why?

So, instead of blue states’ begging for
D.C. money, why don’t they ask the folks
in Tennessee or Florida, etc. how they
can cut their government costs nearly in
half? Maybe they could start with pen-
sion reform. 

Our hearts ache for the residents of
New York, Chicago and Boston, who have
seen their cities paralyzed by the coron-
avirus. But those cities, too, spent far
more with much  less benefits than red-
state cities before the virus hit. The resi-

dents of these cities are victims of fiscal
incompetence led by mayors such as Bill
de Blasio of New York City. 

The blue-state bailout is the most
regressive idea in modern times because
it would tax residents in low-income
states to pay for government services in
high-income states. How preposterous
would it be for the residents of Arkansas
or Mississippi to bail out Manhattan or
Silicon Valley? Who would have thought
Pelosi would be such a fierce advocate
for reallocating money from the poor to
the rich?   

There is a much better way to get
money to states. Suspend the payroll tax
until the end of the year, and let the 150-
million workers in the states and the 30-
million employers keep their money to
spend and invest in their local communi-
ties. Would you rather keep your money
yourself or have mayors and governors
elsewhere spend it for you?

Stephen Moore is a senior fellow at the
Heritage Foundation and an economic

consultant with FreedomWorks. 
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Feds cannot bail out the blue states

Stephen
Moore

The country has survived the COVID-
19 shutdowns -- so far. But it won’t likely
survive another major trauma. There are
those who anticipate such a result with
relish, as it presents opportunities to
remake the nation into something they
prefer, politically and economically. They
get “cover” from those who call for much
longer shutdowns, and warn that life
“will never again be the same.”

There are people of all persuasions
who want to seize power to shape all pol-
icy around the avoidance of risk. They
may pitch this as “doing what we do as
Americans.” But that is as un-American
notion.

This country was formed by risk: The
risks of separating from what was then
the most powerful empire on the planet;
the risks of instituting a form of govern-
ment and an economy that depended

upon the virtue, decisions and self-inter-
est of free people; the risks of accepting
people who had neither language nor cul-
ture nor history in common but who
sought the opportunity to fashion their
own lives; the risks of new inventions; the
risks to explore beyond the planet.

It isn’t that our history is one of unvar-
nished success; many risks we have
taken have failed -- most notably our
inclinations to meddle in the complicated
affairs of other nations. And some of our
“successes” have come at great human
cost, or with trade-offs we could not have
foreseen.

Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, how-
ever, we’ve lost sight of the fact life has
always entailed risk. The conversations
on the need for widespread shutdowns
have somehow moved from “until we flat-
ten the curve” to “until we have a vac-
cine.” Those different goals have much
different implications.     

First, as Sean Trende pointed out in
RealClearPolitics recently, we have yet
to develop a vaccine for any coronavirus.
While that doesn’t mean we won’t this
time, our lives cannot come to a standstill
while we pursue it.

The biggest risk is gradually capitulat-
ing to a small class of people who don’t

know how to run a country, but who ask
us to trust them to run things until every-
thing is safe again. Which will be never.
To be clear, our country runs as well as it
does precisely because no one person or
handful of people run it. If we lose sight of
that fundamental reality, we risk destroy-
ing the very things we seek to protect.

Even assuming (and I don’t) that all
those clamoring for the power to “pro-
tect” us have beneficent motives, to
retreat to our homes and wait for “smart
people” to “fix things” will inevitably
result in disaster. Why? Because they’re
inevitably wrong. Even the kindest and
wisest people make mistakes. Look at
the infection and death rate models we
were given weeks ago. They were
devised by the smartest people. And they
were wrong.

Being wrong is far less problematic
when thousands or millions of people are
working at the same time on their own
theories and ideas. That’s what makes
medicine and an economy work. Some
ideas will fail. But as a country, we can
survive those failures because so many
others are taking different approaches --
and succeeding.

It’s different when a small group of
people has disproportionate power and

control. When they make a mistake -- and
they will -- the failure is catastrophic. 

Venezuela is a poignant example.
Hugo Chavez promised Venezuelans he
would right every wrong, that he would
meet all their needs. Life would be better
-- safer. His political and economic theo-
ries were wrong. His errors -- compound-
ed by concentrated power -- destroyed a
once-prosperous country. Venezuelans
were destitute, hungry and lacking the
most basic medical care before COVID-
19. Now things are worse.

The impulse to defer to “experts” --
especially in a climate of uncertainty -- is
understandable.      

But we cannot just crawl into our hob-
bit holes and hand control of our lives,
our businesses, our larger economy or
our political systems over to “experts”
because they promise to keep us safe.
The risks of what people with too much
power will destroy with their inevitable
errors are far greater than the risks we
face by allowing all Americans -- flawed
though we are -- to run our own lives. 

Dr. Laura Hollis is a professor of busi-
ness and ethics at Notre Dame.
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Life in America always had risks

Dr. Laura
Hollis

As of April 30, the coronavirus pan-
demic had killed 61,500 Americans in two
months and induced the worst economic
collapse since the Great Depression.

And if history is our guide, the eco-
nomic crisis, which has produced 30-mil-
lion unemployed Americans in six weeks,
may prove more enduring, ruinous and

historic than the still-rising and tragic
death toll from COVID-19.

The Spanish flu of 1918-1919, the dead-
liest pandemic in modern history, infect-
ed an estimated 500-million people world-
wide, a third of the planet’s population,
and killed an estimated 20- to 50-million
victims, including 675,000 Americans.
Adjusting for the size of the American
population then and now, that number
will be the equivalent to two-million
deaths today.

Yet, the Spanish flu did not shut
America down. As the flu hit and spread
in 1918, the U.S. raised, trained and
equipped an army of four-million men,
sent two-million soldiers to France, and
turned the tide of WWI in favor of the
Allies.

By December 1918, Doughboys sailed
home from Europe’s battlefields on flu-
infested transports. As the scourge con-
tinued, Woodrow Wilson sailed to
Europe, participated for months in the
Paris Peace Conference, returned, went
on a national tour to sell his Paris treaty
and League of Nations -- and suffered a
stroke.

The battle between Wilson and the
Senate over the treaty he brought home,
plus U.S. membership in the League of
Nations loomed far larger in the media
than the Spanish flu that killed as many
U.S. soldiers as the Kaiser’s armies.     

But the Great Depression, to which
our current crash is being compared, did
not last for just a year like the Spanish
flu. The Depression lasted from October
1929 to the eve of World War II.
Economically, it was devastating.
Unemployment during the 1930s never
fell below 14 percent. In 1937, it was back

up to 17 percent.
At the bottom of the Depression, the

stock market had lost 90 percent of its
value, and the GDP had fallen 50 percent.
Not until the end of 1940, when the U.S.
began to gear up for the war, did America
begin to pull out of it. From 1930 through
1946, Democrats controlled both houses
of the Congress every year and elected
FDR four times.   

What this suggests is that the eco-
nomic devastation we have brought upon
ourselves to battle the pandemic may
prove more lasting and historic in its
impact than the terrible losses of human
life to COVID-19. And the depression we
inflicted on ourselves may kill more peo-
ple than the virus -- let alone the lives it
will damage.

Politically, the Depression worked for
the Democrat Party like no other event in
history. From 1932 to 1968, the
Democrats won the presidency in seven
of nine elections. Only Dwight
Eisenhower’s two terms in the 1950s
interrupted a 36-year reign of Democrats
in the White House.   

Richard Nixon broke Democrat domi-
nance and took back the White House for
the Republicans in 1968. But it would

take another dozen years before the GOP
won control of either house of Congress.

President Trump predicts a V-shaped
recovery with a great boom. But just as
the Civil War was the defining event of
the 19th century, giving us 13 Republican
presidents from Lincoln to Hoover and
only two Democrats -- Grover Cleveland
and Wilson -- how and when we emerge
from this new Depression may tell us
which party not only wins 2020 but also
dominates the new era.

And as one sees the growing divisions
along political lines, with conservatives
and populists calling for the country to be
opened up, and liberals and Democrats
calling for continued sheltering in place,
both seem to realize the stakes.

Democrats may proclaim that they
are eager to see the pandemic come to a
swift and early end and the economy to
return quickly to the robust state it was
in last February.

But the cold political interests of the
Democrat Party today are what they
were in FDR’s time, to pray that the cur-
rent president fails, and fails badly, so
that they inherit the estate.   
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Will depression dictate Trump’s fate?

Patrick J.
Buchanan
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Lifestyle

by Barry Drue

The Baraga County
Historical Museum on U.S.
41 in Baraga will be open-
ing in the first week of July.
The date will be a month
later than normal due to
concerns over the
Coronavirus pandemic. 

Nancy Mannikko is the
volunteer secretary-trea-
surer of the Baraga
County Historical Society. 

“We are delaying open-
ing of the museum until
the first week in July. We
usually open on the first
Friday after Memorial
Day. All our volunteers are
elderly and we are worried
about COVID-19. Our
youngest volunteer is 72,”
Mannikko explained. 

“We may request visi-
tors to wear masks,” she
added. 
Political theme

Each summer museum
volunteers put together
displays around various
historic local themes. Last
year the lumber era
schooner George Nester
model was displayed. The
intricate model of the ship
built at the  Baraga Ship
Yard in 1887. The 206-foot
two-masted schooner
could carry 1,200,000 feet
of lumber. 

The George Nester was
lost at sea April 30, 1909. It
was bound for Baraga
when a storm struck near
the Huron Islands. Seven
lives were lost. 

The model of the Nester

was donated to the muse-
um by Darren Nester, a
descendent of Thomas
Nester.

Also displayed last
summer were military uni-
forms from the Civil War,
World War II and the
Vietnam era.

This year is a presiden-
tial election year, and the
museum will have a dis-
play of historic political
campaign signs, candidate
buttons, and the old manu-
al voting machine where
voters entered, pulled the
big handle and the curtain
shut behind them. They
then flipped levers to vote
for their candidates and
proposals. The machine
was donated by Baraga
Township.

Museum opens in July

by MI National Guard
Staff Sgt. Tegan Kucera 

Hobbies are a welcome
relief during the Stay-
Home, Stay-Safe state
order. Some residents are
even putting them to good
use to try and put a smile
on the face of another.

Alice Hokenson of
L’Anse has been sending
cards to the patients in the
local hospitals and has
now added the ‘local’ vet-
erans’ home that is over an
hour away in Marquette.

“When this all came
about, I decided that I
wanted to make cards for
some of the different hos-
pitals, which I did, and
then I made 180 of them for
the residents of the
Jacobetti Home for
Veterans,” said Hokenson.

Hokenson wanted to do
something to help people
any way she could. She has
been making cards for
over a decade now and had
the materials already on
hand. So, she decided to
put her love and talent to
good use.

“I did that mainly to let
them know that they
weren’t forgotten, because
I know that they can’t have
visitors now because of the

virus,” said Hokenson. “I
just wanted to say thank
you for what they have
done for our country. To
me the veterans are very
special people, because I
know the sacrifices  they
and that their family have
made over the years.”

Hokenson, a widow for
25 years whose husband
was a Navy veteran that
served two tours in
Vietnam, understands
what the families go
though. She knows how
hard it can be to have that
loved one far away.

“I thoroughly enjoyed
doing it and I did it to hope-
fully put a smile on some-
body’s face,” said
Hokenson. “I wanted to do
it, and it made me feel a lit-
tle closer to my husband.”

Hokenson is making
staying home work for her
with her homemade cards.
First, she stamps the front
of the cards with a stamp
that represents all the mil-
itary components. Under
that, she adds a Winston
Churchill quote, and
inside, a thank you to each
one of them. Trying to
make each veteran feel a
little special during these
times is the goal.

“You can’t put a price

on the cards. Like any-
thing that is homemade,
you can’t put a price on it
because it’s made with

love,” said Hokenson. “I
just want my cards to be
able to touch someone. I
just want them to feel that

they are special and to let
them know that people are
thinking about them and
that they’re not necessari-
ly alone or forgotten.”

During the response to
this pandemic, many
across the nation are
alone, but Hokenson is try-
ing to make it a little easier
for the veterans. She has
her hobbies with her, but
the residents are unable to
do the things that normally
fill their day, although the
Jacobetti Home does try to
meet their needs at all
times, especially now.

“Members do not have
as much contact with fam-
ily, with volunteers, or with
each other, so receiving a
card right now is excep-
tionally thoughtful,” said
Sarah Johnson, a volun-
teer coordinator with the
Jacobetti Home.

Johnson said the Home
gets cards all year round,
especially during holidays,
but she was surprised that
they didn’t get bombarded
with cards at this time
because the members
really do enjoy them. The
homemade ones are a lit-
tle more special because it
means someone put
thought into it.

“At any time a card is

really, really special, and if
it’s got a specific kind of
note rather than just a sig-
nature, that’s what the
members want, and what
really lifts them up. It’s
really thoughtful and kind
communication,” said
Johnson. 

“When somebody does
something that is person-
alized to the veterans, like
with a military feel, that is
definitely more memo-
rable to the service mem-
bers.”

The veterans will dis-
play the cards in their
rooms or on their doors,
happy to know they are
being thought of.

“They’re pleased that
people are thinking about
them and sending good
cheer, and we really appre-
ciate that people are tak-
ing time to remember our
members that served and
take time to do something
special for them,” she said. 

Hokenson, who turned
77 this month, doesn’t
know if she’ll be able to
keep up this current pace,
but she knows of several
veterans in her area that
would also enjoy a card
and will be making more
for them, all to make a vet-
eran smile.

CLUES DOWN
1. One or the other
2. Doc
3. Songs have them
4. Record of payment
(abbr.)
5. Speak endlessly
6. American state
7. Digressions
8. Tell on
9. Brews
10. Belongs to the bot-
tom layer
11. American cigarette
brand
12. Legal voting age in
US
13. Dish
15. Expelled air from
the nose
18. Body art
21. Fierce, destructive
act
24. Bear bright yellow
flowers
26. Japanese delicacy
27. Get off your feet
30. Male organs in

some invertebrates
32. __, so good
35. Cleverness
37. Protest yacht
38. Anesthetized
39. Mollified
42. Touch lightly
43. Diego, Francisco,
Anselmo
46. Some windows have
them
47. National capital
49. Squirrels like them
50. Grandmothers
52. Painter's tool
54. News organization
55. __ and thesis: musi-
cal term
57. Famed activist
Parks
59. __ Spumante
(Italian wine)
62. A number or
amount not specified
63. Body part
66. Of I
68. Old English

CLUES ACROSS

1. Seed part

7. Productive

13. Popular cocktail

14. Sausages

16. Western state

17. Natural desires

19. Defunct British

automaker

20. Early media tycoon

22. Move from one

place to another

23. Letter of Semitic

abjads

25. Female birds

26. Umbrella brand

28. Delinquent

29. Tax collector

30. Cooking tool

31. Female sibling

33. Flat-topped hat

34. Angolan currency

36. Boardwalk candy

38. European nation

40. Leaflike part of

palm

41. Removed with sol-

vent

43. Uttered words

44. Unfashionable per-

son

45. Disappointed

47. Controversial

device in soccer

48. 007's creator

51. Pain

53. UCLA mascot

55. Razorbill

56. Turkic people

58. Mimic

59. Crime involving fire

60. And, Latin

61. A saponaceous

quality

64. Dorm employee

65. Estate lands

67. States

69. They slow you down

70. Gets up

Crossword puzzle May 6, 2020

Solution found in May 13 Sentinel

I live in Montana, I wear a bandana,
My spurs are of silver, my pony is

gray
If you hear me loudly humming “My

Home’s In Montana” while out and
about, feel free to walk a wide circle
around me.  You have to do that anyway,
HAHAHA!, and chances are good you’re
sporting a  goofy looking face mask just
like me.

There.  I said it.  Actually, I typed it,
but someone had to admit the hard truth
about face masks.  If there is one thing
Coronavirus has conquered it is our col-
lective ego, because frankly, we all look
like extras in a Spaghetti Western.

Face masks have a starring role in
fighting the spread of Coronavirus.  If
you have it, they help protect others
from contracting it from you.  If you don’t
have it, they don’t help as much, but at
least you blend in with the crowd.

And what a crowd we are.  Ever since
Governor Gretchen Whitmer ordered
their use in public spaces when in close
quarters with others, masked

Michiganders have been crawling out of
the proverbial woods.  I mean, wood-
work.

We’re masking up to grocery shop,
pump gas, run our errands and walk the
dog.  We wear them to do our banking,
too, which by the way makes it very diffi-
cult these days for the tellers to tell the
difference between the customers and
the bank robbers.

Like the rest of our questionable fash-
ion choices, our taste in face masks is a
direct reflection of the person within.  I
mean, behind.  There are dust masks,

painting masks, surgical masks and
Halloween masks, often sported in the
same line at the grocery store.

Patterns are as numerous as fish in
the sea, which also make for a good face
mask pattern. Other local favorites
include flowers, skulls, stars, stripes, the
Stars & Stripes and your basic bandana.

Bandanas have been around since
time immemorial, which is what journal-
ists type when we don’t know the precise
date.  They can be worn on your head,
around your head, around your neck,
around your ponytail and most impor-
tant, in front of your yap.

Historically, which is another popular
dodge, they  were folded in half diagonal-
ly and worn over your mouth and nose
to shield you from range dust or bank
tellers.  More recently they are folded
into a neat rectangle to protect you from
Coronavirus and having to learn to sew.

As a public service message, and to
make amends for calling all my fellow
banditos goofy looking, here is how you

can fold your very own face mask using
one bandana and two elastic hair ties in
a complimentary color:

No-sew face mask
Lay bandana flat.  Fold top to the cen-

ter.  Now fold bottom to center so edges
meet.  Flip it over and do the same on
the other side. This side will be the front
of your rockin’ face mask.  

Flip over once more and slip elastic
bands over ends, sliding them one-third
of the way in.

Fold one end over to the point where
the elastic sits.  Do the same for the
other end to create a triple thickness.
Slip the elastic over your ears, adjust
bandana for comfort and, as they say in
Finnish circles, “Viola!  Sweet huivi,
Heikki!” (translation:  “Viola!  Sweet
scarf, Heikki!”)

You can also get directions on
Youtube, or you can get a safety mask at
a hardware store or you can sweet talk a
local seamstress.  The important thing is
to mask up and stay safe, so we can all
continue to be goofy looking together.

‘I live in Montana, I wear a bandana’

Off the
Hook
by Nancy
Besonen

Reach out while sheltering in

HONORS VETS--Alice Hokenson displays a
card she created for a veteran.  She has shared
her craft and caring for years.

LATER OPENER--Baraga County
Historical Museum will open a

month later than usual, in early
July, due to the Coronavirus threat.
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Obituaries

L’ANSE SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST CHURCH

1069 N. Main Street
L’Anse

Pastor Tony Ludwig
280-5668

Saturdays: 9:30 a.m. Church  serv-
ices; 10:30 a.m. Sabboth School.

L’ANSE BAPTIST
CHURCH
G.A.R.B

Corner of Main and Tuttle
Pastor Jerry Bishop

524-6273 
www.lansebaptist.org

Sundays: 9:45 a.m. Sunday   School;
11 a.m. worship service; 6 p.m.
evening service.
Mondays: 6-7:30 p.m. AWANA 
children ages 3 to 6th grade
Wednesdays: 7 p.m. Youth and
adult  Bible study. 

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY
FR. COREY LITZNER

ST. ANN’S 
Baraga, 353-6565

Saturdays:  2:30-3:30 p.m. 
Confessions;  
4 p.m. Mass.

Sundays: 8 a.m. Latin Mass.
MOST HOLY NAME

of JESUS 
Assinins, 353-6565

Sundays: 11:30 a.m.   
Confessions
12 p.m. Mass 

SACRED HEART
Broad Street, L’Anse, 524-6424
Saturdays: 11 a.m - noon   

Confessions
Sundays: 10 a.m Mass.

TRINITY EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH

205 E. Montezuma, Houghton
906-482-2010

www.trinityhoughton.org

TRINITY LUTHERAN 
CHURCH (LCMS)

Covington
Vicar Corey Harman 355-2534

Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship, 10:15  a.m.
Sunday school.     

BETHANY LUTHERAN  
CHURCH LCMC

25379 U.S. Hwy 141, Covington
Pastor Richard Little

355-2584 office
www.bethanylutherancovington.

wordpress.com
1st and 3rd Sundays

9 a.m. Sunday School (Sept.-May),
10 a.m. holy communion service

Tuesdays (Sept.-May)
6 p.m. confirmation

2nd and 4th Saturdays
4 p.m. bible study, 5 p.m. service

GRACE FREE
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Corner of Pelkie & Papin Roads
Dave Hoskins

353-7377
Uncompromising Word of God

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Worship service;
10 a.m. Sunday school; Holy
Communion last Sunday of every
month.

ALSTON APOSTOLIC 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sundays: 10:30 a.m. Worship serv-
ice
Second Sunday: Holy Communion

HOLY CROSS 
LUTHERAN CHURCH ELCA

211 State St., Baraga
Handicapped accessible

Everyone welcome
Pastor Julie BeLew

353-6541
www.holycrossbaraga.org

All worship services cancelled until
further notice.

ZION EVANGELICAL 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pastor Richard Little  
524-6524 or 395-0886

www.zionlutheranskanee.org

2nd and 4th Sundays
9 a.m. Sunday School (Sept.-May),
10 a.m. holy communion service

Mondays (Sept.-May)
6 p.m. confirmation

1st and 3rd Saturdays
3 p.m. bible study, 4 p.m. service 

AURA LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Cancelled until further notice

UNITED LUTHERAN
CHURCH

Main and Mesnard, L’Anse
524-6484 

Pastor John Ansell 
www.unitedlutheranchuch-

lanse.org

All worship services cancelled until
further notice.

THE FIRST APOSTOLIC
LUTHERAN CHURCH

L’Anse
Pastor Dave Taivakoski

First Thursday of each month: 7 p.m.
Communion service at L’Anse
Township Hall.

MISSION UNITED
LUTHERAN CHURCH

16463 Pelkie Road 
906-353-7771

Interim Pastor D.J. Rasner
missionunitedlutheranchurch.org

A congregation of the ELCA

All worship services cancelled until
further notice. The church office
will also be closed.

BETHEL UNITED
PENTECOSTAL CHURCH

405 N Main, L’Anse
Pastor Wm. Terry Langston

524-5425 or 524-6974
Sundays: 10 a.m. classes for all
ages, and preaching to adults; 
6 p.m Good Holy Ghost preaching.
Tuesdays: 6 p.m. Family prayer.

PELKIE LAESTADIAN 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Pelkie
Pastor James Frantti 

483-0712
Sundays: 11 a.m. Services; First
Sunday communion  service.
2nd Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Bible study.

LAKESIDE COVENANT
PENTECOSTAL 
FELLOWSHIP

111 Pennock Ave. Baraga
906-353-6179

Everyone Welcome
Interim Pastor Rachel Cox

Sundays: Worship 10:30
Thursdays: 5 p.m., Prayer

Your Guide To Local Houses of Worship

Jacobson Funeral Home
L’Anse  906-524-7800

C H U RC H  D I R E C T O RY

WATTON APOSTOLIC 
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Watton
Sundays: 11 a.m. Worship   
1st Sunday: Holy Communion.

L’ANSE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

304 N.Main, Office: 524-7939
Rev. Nathan Reed

All worship services cancelled
until further notice.

SIDNAW UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
Old Mill Town Rd., Sidnaw

Rev. Nathan Reed

All worship services cancelled
until further notice.

ZEBA INDIAN 
MISSION UNITED

METHODIST CHURCH
Zeba Road 

Rev. Nathan Reed
All worship services cancelled
until further notice.

Governor Whitmer revised “Stay Home – Stay Safe”
Executive Order 2020-22 (COVID-19) 

beginning at 11:59 p.m. on April 9, 2020.  
This order is now in effect until May 15.  

All worship services and events remain cancelled.
Churches are offering online worship. 

Roger F. Griffin
Roger F. Griffin, age 92

of L’Anse passed away at
his home on Wednesday,
April 29, 2020. He was born
in Detroit on Nov. 21, 1927,
the son of the late William
and Marion (Crisp) Griffin. 

Roger graduated from
Cooley High School in
1946. He married the for-
mer Helen G. Allen in Ohio
on Feb. 22, 1948. She pre-
ceded him in death on May
6, 2008. Roger had been
employed as a meat cutter
for A&P grocery stores for
43 years, retiring on March
21, 1989. Roger was a for-
mer member of the Red
Wings Farm Team and
enjoyed going to bingo,
fishing, taking rides and
feeding the deer.

Roger is survived by his
children, Michael (Trudy)
Griffin of Vero Beach, FL,
Bruce Griffin of Aura, Bill
(Neena) Griffin of Cler-
mont, FL, Laura Dault of

L’Anse, Tim (Carole) Grif-
fin of Brighton, MI and
Tamara (Steve) Still of
Howell, MI; 12 grandchil-
dren, Ann, Todd, Kathy,
Chris, Jeremy, Nicholas,
Amanda, Kimberly, Jeff,
Brett, Scott, Sasha; 19

great grandchildren and
many great-great grand-
children, numerous nieces
and nephews, special
friend Bernice Anderson
and his best friend and
loyal companion Tao. 

He was preceded in
death by wife Helen,
granddaughter Lynn, son-
in-law John Dault and five
brothers and sisters.

Interment will take
place on Friday, May 22,
2020, in Oakland Hills
Memorial Gardens in Novi,
MI.

Memorials in Rogers
honor may be directed to
the Humane Society.

Roger’s obituary may
also be viewed and condo-
lences sent to the family at
www. r e i d f une r a l s e r -
vicechapel.com

The Reid Funeral
Service and Chapel has
been entrusted with the
funeral arrangements.Roger Griffin

Reid 
Funeral Service and Chapel

18240 S. US 41 • L’Anse, MI 49946  
Phone: 906-524-6824

reid@up.net
www.reidfuneralservicechapel.com

Providing Final Care 
with Compassion and Integrity.

Arthur J. Hill
Arthur J. Hill, 75, a resi-

dent of Mohawk passed
away after a brief illness,
on Saturday, April 11, 2020,
at UP Health System-
Marquette.

He was born on Feb. 1,
1945, in Skanee to John
and Aino (Olkkonen) Hill.

He attended L’Anse and
Berkley High Schools and
graduated with the Class
of 1963. After high school
Arthur went to work for
Ford Motor Company as a
draftsman and later was
an illustrator drawing
futuristic cars.  He was the
co-inventor of the safety
ignition lock and latch
mechanism for 1975 model
cars. 

He enlisted with the
United States Army in 1966
and served in the Vietnam
War as a Public Informa-
tion Office Photographer
and Battalion Artist &
Draftsman. He was honor-
ably discharged in 1969.
After serving with the US
Army, he moved to
California and started
work at TRW designing
satellites and space ships.  

Years later he changed
directions and went to Art
Center College of Design
to further develop his
advertising career.  After
school he landed a job as
Art Director at Ogilvy &
Mather. At Ogilvy he

worked on Mattel Toys and
designed the Barbie cam-
paigns for years, as well as
Woodsy Owl. 

He worked in Los
Angeles for a few years
and then became a free-
lance Illustrator and Art
Director. As an Art Direct-
or and Illustrator for over
20 years, he designed an
attraction for Universal
City Florida and was the
main illustrator for Honda
and Kawasaki Motor-
cycles.  

Art also spent a few
years with Evans, Hardy &
Young in Santa Barbara as
a Creative Director, where
he worked on Triumph
Motorcycles and Idaho
Potato Company.

For the last 10 years,
Arthur was an art instruc-
tor at Finlandia University,
which gave him immense
joy.

Art loved motorcycles
and shared his art with
that community his whole
life.  He designed artwork
for Abate of California &
Oregon and also was one
of the original group that
started the Annual MDA
Charity Motorcycle Event
LOVE RIDE. He designed
the artwork for the event
for more than 15 years.

He enjoyed working on
his motorcycles and
antique cars. Designing,

rebuilding and tinkering
was what Arthur loved to
spend his time doing. 

He adored being in the
kitchen, collecting and
perusing through recipe
books, acquiring kitchen
gadgets, and whipping up
something delicious. He
loved to travel, whether it
be to a sunny beach or sim-
ply to Lambeau Field for a
Green Bay Packers game. 

He is preceded in death
by his parents, John and
Aino Hill, and his brothers,
Karl Hill M.D., and John
Hill.

He is survived by his
beloved daughter, Becca
(Travis) Marsh of Oregon,
his grandson, Bodhi
James Marsh who was
born on April 12, 2020, his
best friend and person,
Valerie Butkovich, as well
as numerous cousins,
nieces, and nephews.

Per Art’s wishes, cre-
mation has taken place
and a celebration of life
will be held at a later date. 

Online condolences for
the family may be left at
w ww. e r i c k s o n c r o w -
leypeterson.com

The Erickson Crowley
Peterson Funeral Home in
Calumet is assisting the
family with the arrange-
ments.

Roger Jack Harju
Roger Jack Harju, a

longtime resident of
Commerce, MI, died
peacefully on April 29,
2020. 

Roger deeply enjoyed
the Michigan wilderness,
spending much of his free
time hunting and fishing,
and cherished his opportu-
nities to be outdoors with
his family. 

He is survived by his
son, Benjamin (Emily)
Harju and daughter,
Amanda (Brian) Walsh;

grandchildren, Evelyn,
Dominic and Leo; brother-
in-law, Mark, as well as
extended family and
friends. 

He was preceded in
death by his parents, Orval
and Maryann Harju and
sister, Paula. 

A Memorial Service will
he held for Roger in the
future. 

For further information,
phone Lynch & Sons,
Brighton at 810-229-2905 or
visit www.LynchandSons
Brighton.com

Roger Harju

Baragaland Sr. Citizens
524-6711 or 524-6922

A big shout out of
appreciation to Payne
from the Village 104 store,
in L’Anse.  Payne and her
ladies made and donated
masks to the center for our
aides!

We are hoping that all
of our clients are well and
safe at this time.  If you are
in need of anything, please
call our office.  Our build-
ing is currently closed to

the public, however,
administration is present
Monday through
Thursday, 8 a.m. until 4
p.m., to receive phone
calls.  We check all mes-
sages and we will return
your call.  In an emer-
gency, please call 911. We
are continuing to provide
all of our in-home services
to our clients, with consid-
eration of their safety and
the safety of our aides,
during this COVID-19 cri-
sis.   If we have any sched-
uling changes in our client
services, we will contact
those clients involved.    

Transportation servic-
es are available for gro-
ceries, prescriptions and
doctor appointments, on
Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday.  On Wednesday,
we also reserve a couple of
hours for the food pantry.
We can also deliver your
food pantry items. We
encourage our clients and
others to take advantage
of Larry’s Market grocery
phone order service,
which we can deliver to
you.  There is a minimal
fee for this service.  Our
aides can shop for their
clients at additional mer-
chants in the L’Anse and
Baraga area.  

Our Alzheimer’s and
dementia caregiver’s sup-
port group meetings will
be canceled until further
notice. 

If you do not see your
birthday or anniversary
greeting in this article, and
you have paid your mem-
bership, please contact the
senior center.

May birthday wishes to:
Bernice Anderson, Vivian
Davis, Ronald Lahti and
Sharon Tammelin.

Contact the senior cen-
ter for information regard-
ing our in-home services
for seniors 60 and older.
Our goal is to connect with
seniors of Baraga County
who may have difficulty
with household and per-
sonal care tasks in order
to remain in their home
and/or following discharge
from hospitalization.  

Also, our respite care
program provides com-
panionship, supervision,
and/or assistance with
activities of daily living
(ADL), for mentally or
physically disabled and
frail elderly individuals in
the absence of the primary
caregiver. Call us and we
will send you a brochure
highlighting our services.

The U.P. Call Center is
a region-wide health and
human services hot line
and help line, available to
all U.P. residents, organi-
zations and agencies
throughout the Upper
Peninsula.  2-1-1 is an easy
to remember, free phone
service that links people
with human services and
information.  This is a 24
hours a day, seven days a
week contact service.  Just
dial 211.

Thank you to all clients
who donate to their serv-
ice program and also to
our medical equipment
loan closet.

Serving survivors 
of domestic and
sexual violence

24/7 Crisis Hotline:
906.524.7078

Outreach Office
M - F   8 a.m - 4 p.m.

906.524.7079
Emergency shelter 
available 24/7 for

survivors of domestic vio-
lence and their children

FREE counseling,
advocacy, & support 
services available

Women's
Empowerment
Support Group:

Thursday's from 4 - 5
p.m. For women who
have experienced 
domestic or sexual 

violence or are still in
an abusive relationship

Children's Support
Group: Thursday’s from

4 – 5 p.m.

Free childcare is provid-
ed by trained staff and 
volunteers during 
support groups.

Please call 524-7079
for more details.

baraga county



by Nancy Besonen

Sheltering-in has
kicked ingenuity into over-
drive at Baraga County
Catholic Community
churches where Fr. Corey
Litzner is now hearing
drive-through confessions.

Litzner is pastor of
Sacred Heart Church in
L’Anse, St. Ann in Baraga
and Most Holy Name of
Jesus in Assinins.  For the
past three weeks he has
been hearing confessions
Saturdays at Sacred Heart
beginning at 11 a.m. and at
St. Ann starting at 2:30
p.m.

The change in venue is
due to Coronavirus which
has shut down schools and
businesses across the

state.  Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer exempted
churches and other houses
of worship from penalty
under her stay-at-home
executive order.  For their
parishioner’s safety,
churches have chosen not
to gather for services.

Instead, many broad-
cast services online via
live streams and emails, or
communicate in print with
parishioners who lack
online connectivity.
Litzner said after he
learned online about hear-
ing confessions via drive-
through, he presented the
idea to Marquette Diocese
Bishop John Doerfler.

“I heard about it being
done in Connecticut about
a month ago,” Litzner said.

“It was impossible for us to
do it then, with all our
snow.  I brought it up at a
meeting with the bishop,
he said he’d think about
that, and afterwards we
got the go-ahead to do it.”

Litzner said the option
has been well received at
both churches where he
has heard a total of about
three hours of confessions
over the past two weeks.
Protocol calls for both
social distancing and dis-
cretion as the faithful con-
fess their sins outside the
church.

“At Sacred Heart I
stand on the sidewalk in
front of the rectory,”
Litzner said.  “The car
comes up, and other cars
keep their windows rolled

up during the confession.
If there are other persons
in the car they can step out
during the confession.”

The sacrament is
sacred, Litzner said, but
the drive-through concept
has sparked some good
humor.

“One person said we
should put up a sign that
says “Toot and Tell,”
Litzner said.

Baraga County Catholic
Community weekly mass
is live streamed on
Facebook Sunday morn-
ings at 9:30 a.m., and is
enjoying wide circulation.
Litzner said Easter mass
on April 12 registered 1,500
views, and the following
weekend’s mass had over
1,000 views, including one

from Australia.
Litzner said he received

a letter from the bishop
last week about entering
phase one of opening the
church doors to the public.
All three churches re-
opened May 1, 2020 for pri-
vate prayer and Adoration,
according to the following
guidelines and schedule:

Face masks must be
worn inside the churches.
Use hand sanitizer and
cleansing wipes.  Keep a
social distance of at least
six feet from others, one at
each end of a pew, skipping
every other pew.  Don’t
come if you are experienc-
ing symptoms.  It is recom-
mended children under
age seven remain at home. 

Holy Name in Assinins

will be open from noon to 6
p.m. on Mondays.  St.  Ann
in Baraga will be open
from 6 p.m. Tuesdays to 8
p.m. Wednesdays.  Sacred
Heart in L’Anse will be
open from 4 a.m.
Thursdays to 1 p.m.
Fridays, and on Sundays
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Doerfler also noted con-
fessions can be held inside
of churches with privacy
screens, but confessionals
will remain closed to help
prevent the spread of
Coronavirus.  Litzner said
weather permitting, he’ll
continue providing curb-
side confessional service.

“I’ll keep doing it out-
side, unless it’s raining,”
he said.  “For now, inside is
our back-up plan.”
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By Casey Warner
Michigan Department
of Natural Resources

Face masks and hand
sanitizer. College campus-
es and schools empty of
students. Store shelves
empty of toilet paper and
disinfectant. Seeing
coworkers, friends and
family only on a computer
screen. No sporting
events, concerts or proms.

These are just a few of
the ways life in Michigan
,and around the country.
Much as changed with the
Coronavirus pandemic. 

In October 1918, a dead-
ly strain of influenza circu-
lating around the United
States and Europearrived
in Michigan. The disease
killed many more
Americans than those who
died in World War I.

That influenza was
sometimes referred to as
the “Spanish flu,” but
that’s a misnomer accord-
ing to Jillian Reese, cura-
tor with the Michigan
History Museum.

In an article in
Chronicle magazine, pub-
lished by the Historical
Society of Michigan, the
late Richard Adler (a long-
time professor of biology
and microbiology at the
University of Michigan-
Dearborn) explained the
origins of the inaccurate
name:

“Because of censorship
associated with the Great
War in Europe, the extent
of influenza among both
the Central Powers as well
as the Allies was rarely

reported. Spain, being neu-
tral in the conflict, was not
subjected to the same
degree of restriction,
which resulted in the ill-
ness, known as the
‘grippe,’ often being
referred to as the Spanish
Flu. … The Spanish
blamed the French as the
source. In reality, though,
the disease likely originat-
ed at Camp Funston,
Kansas, which is now Fort
Riley.”

Reflecting on what hap-
pened in the state during
that pandemic a century
ago to gain perspective on
the state’s current situa-
tion, Michigan History
Center staff members
found accounts of how
state and local govern-
ment officials responded to
the outbreak.

“Looking back into his-

tory helps us understand
how to handle today’s pub-
lic health emergency,”
Reese said.
Lagging response

She explained that,
when military personnel in
Detroit, Bay City and at
Camp Custer started get-
ting sick, containment
efforts were sluggish.
People insisted that the flu
had been around forever
and had high recovery
rates.

Michigan’s Gov. Albert
Sleeper issued an order
banning large congrega-
tions of people weeks after
Michigan’s first flu deaths. 

Counties and cities had
to individually request fur-
ther closures from the gov-
ernor. Many officials wait-

ed to make these requests
until the area’s hospitals
were overrun and the flu
had been circulating for
months.

Some communities
underreported infection
numbers to keep business-
es open. Some people
protested that these
restrictions were too
harsh.

More than 15,000 people
died of either influenza or
pneumonia in Michigan
between October 1918 and
April 1919 – the equivalent
of 50,000 people in today’s
population. Michigan had
554 influenza deaths in
1917. In 1918, 6,336 died of
influenza between October
and December alone. 

Some places in
Michigan,such as Oscoda,
Roscommon and Kala-
mazoo counties, saw more

than a 90% increase in
deaths from 1917 to 1918,
and most counties saw a
20%-50% increase in
deaths.

“Lax containment prac-
tices made Michigan’s
influenza pandemic
worse,” Reese said,
explaining thathospital
workers continued to go to
theaters and dancehalls
and families with sick
members welcomed
guests to their homes. The
state saw spikes in infec-
tion after large community
gatherings, including WWI
victory parades and
Thanksgiving parades in
November 1918. 

In all, Michigan had
four influenza outbreaks.
The last large community

outbreak occurred in 1920,
more than two years after
the initial introduction of
the disease.
Scant record

Researching the 1918
pandemic, Michigan
History Center staff mem-
bers found little informa-
tion in the Archives of
Michigan revealingdetails
aboutthe flu’s impact on
Michiganders’ lives.

They don’t want that to
be the case for those look-
ing back on the current
pandemic. 

As a result, the
Michigan History Center
recently launched
Collecting COVID-19, an
initiative that gives state
residents the opportunity
to share stories that reflect
their experiences during
the coronavirus pandemic
for the benefit of future
generations.

“When we look back at
what the state collected
during the 1918 flu epidem-
ic, we find government
records, but few glimpses
into what the crisis meant
on a personal level,”
Michigan History Center
Director Sandra Clark
said. “Our goal is to collect
the stories of diverse
Michiganders from across
the state, and our hope is
that the record we pre-
serve in 2020 will help
future generations under-
stand what it felt like to
live through this time.”

The COVID-19 pandem-
ic is a critical moment in
history, and the Michigan
History Center is commit-
ted to documenting –
through objects, archival
materials, stories and
experiences– how the
coronavirus is affecting
Michigan residents in the
workplace, at home, in
communities and in many
other settings.

“Archives and muse-
ums preserve and share
the real stuff of the past,
but we also have an obliga-
tion to collect and pre-
serve the documents,
images and objects that
will help future residents
understand our present,”
Clark said.
Stages

The first phase of the
three-phase collecting ini-
tiative is active right now.
It offers a web-based plat-
form for people to share
and donate photos, videos
and audio files that docu-
ment their lives during this
emergency – all of which
will be considered for
preservation in the
Archives of Michigan’s col-
lections.

The site includes an

image gallery that allows
others to see what people
are posting, in real time.

Stories that have been
submitted so far include:

•“We started taking
long hikes in the woods
with our dog every day. It
was emotionally healing to
be in the woods and con-
nected with nature.”
(Submitted by Sarai S.)

•“My 80-year-old mom
died from Covid-19 after
living in a Nursing Home.
Please stay home and stay
safe. This virus is not a
hoax or a joke. She was
healthy, just old. After con-
tracting the virus, she
struggled to breathe and
spent a week in the hospi-
tal where they suctioned
her lungs because she was
too weak to sit up and
cough. Her family could
not visit her or be by her
side during this time
because of the precautions
needed so that we would
not contract the virus. The
nursing home was on self-
quarantine for several
weeks before she contract-
ed the virus so we could
not see her for more than a
month and then she died
alone with only strangers
in haz mat suits around
her. This is why non-essen-
tial travel has been limited.
It's not a civil rights issue
it's a public health issue.
No one has immunity from
this disease.” (Submitted
by Jeannie K.)

The second phase of the

project is collecting three-
dimensional objects and
documents related to the
coronavirus emergency
for the Michigan History
Museum system’s collec-
tions. In keeping with the
“Stay Home, Stay Safe”
Executive Order, this
phase will begin with a call
to the public to help identi-
fy items and move to phys-
ically gathering them once
it is safe to do so.

The third phase
involves long-term collect-
ing of stories, through oral
history and StoryCorps
interviews, memoirs and
other materials created
during the reflection peri-
od after an immediate cri-
sis. These materials will be
preserved in both the
museum and archival col-
lections.

In time of crisis, there is
comfort in knowing that we
are not alone and that we
are not the first to experi-
ence the unimaginable.
Looking back, we can see
changes in science and
knowledge and some simi-
larities in human behavior.

The Michigan History
Center hopes its Collecting
COVID-19 project not only
will document what is hap-
pening now, but also will
help us and future genera-
tions understand the var-
ied affects a pandemic can
have on people and the
diverse ways they cope
and respond.

PANDEMIC PARENTING--Megan H. submit-
ted this photo of her son getting a medical exam
and explained, “Being a mom is always hard.
Being a mom during a pandemic is a whole new
ballgame. It is my job to teach him how to cope
during the unimaginable.”

An emergency hospital in
Brookline, MA, to care for influen-
za patients in October 1918. Flu

patients were placed in the sun.
Photo from the National Archives
and Records Administration.

DNR helping collect Michigan’s Coronavirus story

Catholic Community takes sacrament outside
Fr. Corey hears Sammy Callejas’ confession Confession traffic at St. Ann. Photos by Eugenio Callejas
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by John Raffel

L’Anse’s volleyball team
is hopeful it will be opening
up its season in August.

One thing is for sure. It
will be under a new coach.

Purple Hornet coach
Callie Budweg announced
recently she has resigned
the position.

“I coached the varsity
team for four seasons,
along with one season as
freshmen coach before
stepping into the role of
varsity,” Budweg said,

The coach added her
thoughts on the rewarding
part of the job: “I think just
being able to watch the
program really start to
shine. I watched the cur-
rent juniors and seniors
grow into the athletes they
are today. It was also really
amazing to help them
develop roles like leader-
ship, teamwork and com-
mitment. Taking us into a
few district finals was
always fun as well.”

Budweg currently
teaches at Hancock, which
she indicated was the
main reason behind
resigning. 

“It was extremely diffi-
cult and conflicting work-
ing in one district and
coaching another,” she
said. “I’ll miss working
closely with my girls (of all
ages), I do have a few who
I will be extremely sad not
to be able to help them
through the rest of their
careers.

“There are some very
valuable athletes and fine
young ladies coming
through the L’Anse pro-
gram and I’m so proud of
all they’ve done. I’ll also
miss working closely with
my assistants, Bill
Raymond and Chad Rice.
My head wouldn’t have
been on straight without
them.”

Nothing has been final-
ized on filling the post, ath-
letic director Darrin
Voskuhl said.

“It’s obviously difficult
to work in Hancock every
day and then drive here,”
Voskuhl said of Budweg.
“She had been teaching in
L’Anse and in the begin-
ning of the year she took a
job in Hancock. We obvi-
ously knew it would be her
last year.

“I thought Callie did a
good job teaching the kids
skill development,”
Voskuhl said. “She defi-
nitely put her time and

effort into the program and
we appreciate that. Overall
she did a great job teach-
ing the fundamentals of
volleyball.”

by John Raffel

Even though school
facilities are still closed
down, football and other
coaches have various
expectations for their play-
ers which they hope are
being followed by this time.

It’s still not known
when Governor Gretchen
Whitmer will lift restric-
tions which would allow
schools to be open and
summer schedules to take
place. 

Official football prac-
tices started in earlier
August and experts point
out a 2 1/2 week preseason
prior to the first actual
game may not be sufficient
for players who don’t do
some type of intensive win-
ter training and condition-
ing before practices actu-
ally start.

“I am hoping that our
kids are getting some
workouts done on their
own,” football coach Mark
Leaf said. “This is an
important time of the year
for our football players.
They are missing out on
track season.  They are

missing out on organized
team weightlifting and
conditioning sessions.
Hopefully we will be able to
get back in the weight
room soon. We need to get
ready for the season.

“Practice starts
Monday Aug. 10,” Leaf
said. “It’s not not that far
away.”�The schedule
starts with West PAC
Conference games on Aug.
28 with Hancock and Sept.
4 with Houghton . This is
followed by non league
games with Bessemer,
Gwinn and West Iron
County and then followed
by league games with
Negaunee, Ishpeming,
Westwood, Iron Mountain
and Calumet.

Playoff positioning is
determined on computer
points and strength of
schedule. There is no
longer a minimum number
of games for a team to win
to guarantee a playoff spot.
Divisions are determined
prior to the start of the
season. L’Anse is in
Division 7 which will have
32 teams make the playoffs
base on computer points.

Baraga County
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L’Anse
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Off-season conditioning issue for football

In honor of the graduating class of 2020, Baraga
High School is following a practice many schools have
adopted. Every Friday in May the lights of the football
field will be turned on in honor of the seniors.

“Every Friday in May at 9:20 p.m. the football field
lights will be on for 20 minutes and the school song will
be played,” said Athletic Director Amy Lake. 

‘Be the light’ at BHS

Viking volleyball gears up last August. Jury remains out on 2020 season.

Budweg steps down from v-ball

HONORING SENIORS--The purple and white of
the L’Anse Class of 2020 was displayed as sen-
iors and some parents gathered on the lit L’Anse
Hornet football field last Friday, May 1, 2020.

Parents are discussing ways to honor the sen-
iors on upcoming Friday nights in May at the
field. Music will likely be a part of it, and social
distancing. Photo by Diane Richard.  



by Melissa Newland

L’Anse Area Schools
(LAS) administration, staff
and families have been on
the go since school ended
mid March due to COVID-
19.

LAS has been a leader
in the region for transition-
ing to online learning,
according to LAS
Superintendent Susan
Tollefson. 

Tollefson noted that
LAS has been the first in
the area to get devices
(chromebooks) to all stu-
dents, with 100 percent of
the students K-12 now hav-
ing those devices available
to participate in this
remote learning platform. 

Due to having the abili-
ty to connect everyone,
LAS is able to assure that
all students should have
the same educational
opportunities during this
at home time and will be
able to progress through
more of the curriculum
over the next 6 weeks. 

Tollefson stated that
LAS was also quick to get
locker contents to stu-
dents so they were ready
with textbooks at home if
needed.

Assistant Principal
Martin Meleen noted LAS
is now a true blended
learning district with a 1:1
ratio where every student
has a chromebook.  

“The distribution of
those chromebooks was
very big and timely and
happened very quickly,”
said Meleen.

Meleen noted key rea-
sons for the timely distri-
bution were all the people
on board in the L’Anse dis-
trict and especially
REMC1 support help from
Eric Jarvey.  

LAS grades 9-12 were
already equipped with
chromebooks before the
shutdown, leaving LAS to
distribute them to grades
K-8.

Meleen noted many
logistical challenges dur-
ing the distribution, includ-
ing logging in, dealing with

filtering and safe practice,
in addition to ordering
Verizon Jetpack routers
for those in need.

Families were surveyed
to determine who needed
internet services installed
and then provided those
families who were in need
with the internet equip-
ment.  

“We are wrapping it up
right now, getting the
glitches out,” said Meleen.
“We are very committed to
making sure there is no
family without internet
connectivity or devices so
we can truly delve into this
learning endeavor.”  

Meleen noted there
were very committed LAS
folks handling the distribu-
tion, with some even mak-
ing home deliveries.

“It was a great success
because of their commit-
ment to this cause,” noted
Meleen.

Jarvey from REMC1
noted he was impressed to
see how organized LAS
has been throughout the
shutdown.  

“LAS did this on their
own with only guided

assistance from me,” stat-
ed Jarvey.  “They knew
what to do, I am just the
support level.”

Jarvey stated that look-
ing at the broad scope of
the UP, or the general area
REMC1 supports, what
L’Anse has done could be a
great plan for other
schools.  

“I do not work for a par-
ticular district, and I have
no favorite, I support them
all,” noted Jarvey. “I would
like to see all districts
move to this 1:1 ratio such
as they have done in
L’Anse.”

Meleen noted that LAS
has given out more than
600 chromebooks to date
for the distance learning
program  and is proud how
fast and able LAS was to
step up.  

“I think we (LAS) have
a lot to be proud of here, it
is a huge commitment,”
commented Meleen.
“People have a tendency to
downplay themselves, but
there is nothing to down-
play here.”  

Meleen noted one of the
biggest reasons LAS was
so fast in its endeavor to
get all students set up for
learning on line was due to
the fact it has been dealing
with on-line courses for
years.

“If we had not been
doing this for a decade, we
would not have been so
efficient,” noted Meleen.
“All of our mechanisms
have been in place, we
were ready.”

Jarvey noted that most
schools do have a 1:1 com-
puter ratio, though those
are through desktop
devices and are not
mobile. 

“This might be a push
towards getting things
mobile for other school dis-
tricts in the future,” said
Jarvey.

“We are very proud of
our teaching staff having
to adjust and to reach out
and do what they can to
provide educational sup-
port during these times,”
commented Meleen.
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SLACK--L'Anse Area School Student
Leadership Advisory Council of the Keweenaw
(known as SLACK) students as they meet for a

work session.  Picture courtesy of Sierra
Bishop, MTSS Specialist from the Copper
Country Intermediate School District (CCISD).

GETTING SET--Eric Jarvi, REMC tech support
for LAS, works on setting up Chromebooks for

at-home use.  Students in grades 9-12 were
already equipped.  Now K-8 is, too.

CHROMEBOOK DISTRIBU-
TION—Assistant Principal Martin
Meleen works on getting a

Chromebook set up to connect to
home internet that is still filtered
through the school network.

by Melissa Newland

Student Leadership
Advisory Council of the
Keweenaw (known as
SLACK) is a recently
merged organization for
high school students who
want to take action in their
communities. 

Sierra Bishop, Multi-
Tiered Systems of Support
(MTSS) Specialist and
SLACK Advisor, noted the
two groups combined in
the hopes of creating a
greater impact on the
community. 

The 2019-2020 school
year was the first year for
the group, with 35 mem-
bers compiled from the
nine area schools in the
three counties.  

Students meet monthly
in the local schools and
have substantial plans for
improving the lives of
youth in Houghton,
Keweenaw and Baraga
Counties. 

Three L’Anse High
School students have dedi-
cated themselves to being
part of SLACK, including
Kayla Kujansuu, Lexy

Sweeney and Isabel
Ostermeyer.

Every three years, the
youth division of the
Community Foundation
conducts a local survey to
find the needs of the youth.  

The last survey taken in
early January was devel-
oped by the help of SLACK
members Kujansuu,
Sweeney and Ostermeyer
and results presented to
the LAS board at its last
meeting held April 20,
2020.  

SLACK also reviewed
the results and compiled
highlights and shared
results with the Keweenaw
Community Foundation
Board, the Baraga
Community Foundation
Board, local School
Superintendents, local
Communities that Care
groups and other schools
and organizations.

SLACK members noted
the granting application
process will begin soon
and SLACK members will
give preference to grants
that meet the needs of the
youth, based on the survey
results.

LAS earns ‘A’ for Chromebook coverage

SLACK students take action for youth
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LADIES GOLF--
The L’Anse Ladies Golf
League will be starting
their league season soon.
If you are interested in join-
ing the league or have not
yet signed up, please con-
tact Sue Coffey @ 524-7255
or Cid Collins @ 524-6354
by May 18, 2020.  All new
members welcome.
________________________
MARSP MEETING--
Then annual May meeting
of the Baraga Chapter of
the Michigan Association

of Retired School Person-
nel has been cancelled.  No
decision has been made
concerning the June meet-
ing.  Updates will follow.
Contact Becky Stroube 524-
7840 or rstroube@up.net if
you have questions.
________________________
POST 7646--
The Kinnunen-Sutinen
VFW Post and Auxiliary
7646 - Alston  monthly
meeting and pasty sale for
May have ben canceled.
Regular monthly meetings

and pasty sales will resume
when it’s safe for everyone.
Thank you for your
patience and support.
________________________
LIFE OUTREACH--
Life Outreach-Baraga
County is still assisting
people in need with crisis
pregnancies.  Although our
doors are closed, we can
arrange for teleconferenc-
ing with clients. Call 524-
2229 for help.  Our clients
needs remain even with
the covid-19 pandemic,
donations are appreciated.
________________________ 

ST. VINCENT-- 
L’Anse St. Vincent De Paul
store remains closed, how-
ever donations will be
accepted beginning Mon-
day, May 4, 2020.
________________________
GROUP SUPPORT--
The Baraga County
Shelter Home Women’s
Empowerment Support
Group and Children’s
Group meets every
Thursday from 6-7 p.m.
Call 524-7079 for more
details.
________________________
ANTI-VIOLENCE--

The Baraga County Anti-
Violence Task Force meets
every third Wednesday of
the month at 10 a.m. at the
Baraga County Shelter
Home Outreach office
located in the American
Legion building in L’Anse.
Free and open to the pub-
lic. Call 524-7079 for more
information.
________________________
CTC HAPPENINGS--
Baraga County Commun-
ities that Care normal
office hours are Friday
from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
________________________
ADVISORY BOARD--
The L’Anse Area Schools/
Public Advisory Board
meets the second Tuesday
of Sept., Nov., Jan., March,
May at 3:30 p.m. at the

library.
________________________
VETERANS AFFAIRS--
Joe Marzak, DAV Service
Officer, will be at L’Anse
American Legion Build-
ing, rm. 104 every second
Wednesday of the month
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.
American Legion Service
Officer clients, until fur-
ther notice call the Detroit
Regional Office at 313-964-
6640. Please be patient and
have all your paperwork or
information ready before
placing call.
Veterans requiring a ride
to the Oscar G. Johnson
Medical Center in Iron
Mountain for appoint-
ments, schedule 7-10 days
prior by calling 482-0102.
________________________
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Notices in Brief

Public Announcement
Is your charitable organization planning on holding a raffle
or selling raffle tickets on the L’Anse Indian Reservation? 

Federal law through the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act
granted Tribes exclusive right to regulate gaming activity
on Indian lands. Even if you or the members of your organ-
ization are not tribal members, the Keweenaw Bay Indian
Community Gaming Commission has the authority to regu-
late your raffle. It is unlawful to game without a license. 

Please contact the KBIC Gaming Commission Office at 
(906)353-4222 or stop by the office located at the Tribal
Center for an application and a copy of the rules and regu-
lations. 

Application deadline for submission of ALL Class I
Drawings is 30 days and Class II Raffles is 60 days prior
to your event. License Fee will be waived when the applica-
tion is received within this timeline. 

16429 Beartown, Rd. 
Baraga, MI 49908
(906)353-4222

Township Of Laird Notice
Laird Township is currently seeking lawn mowing
bids for the 2020 season.

Areas to be mowed will include the Alston cemetery,
the Nisula cemetery, the ball park/recreation area
and the Town Hall.

Preference will be given to the firms/individuals who
have insurance and are bonded. However, all bids are
welcome and will be considered. Contact Patrick
McLaren with any questions at 338-2403.

Bids can be mailed to:

Laird Township
P.O. Box 9

Nisula, MI 49952

Downtown Development Authority 
Announces the 14th Annual

Facade Grant Program
If you own or manage a business
within the DDA Boundary, you can
remodel or improve the facade of

your building,

and the DDA will pay 
the first $2,500 of the cost!

Up to five (5) grants will be 
awarded annually.

Call the Village Office (524-6116) for
an application and all the details.

Applications must be received no
later than Friday July 10, 2020

Baraga Area Schools
Kindergarten & Little
Vikes Registration

We are excited to continue our Little Vikes
Transitional Kindergarten classroom which 
will focus largely on developmentally 
appropriate early literacy learning and 

readiness math skills. With the rigor of the
current state expectations,we offer this as a

way to better meet the needs of our 
students and our community.

Classes Starting Fall of 2020
To register your child please call 

Lori at 353-6663
or email lori@baragaschools.org.
A packet will be mailed to you. 
A drop box is available on 

Thursdays from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
outside the main entrance.

Must be 5 years old by 
December 1, 2020

Office supplies available
for sale during regular

business hours. 
Call ahead and pay by
card over the phone.

(906) 524-6194
Available for pick up.
202 N Main St, 

L'Anse, MI 49946

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT THE FOLLOWING 
MEETING HAS BEEN SCHEDULED

In accordance with Governor’s executive orders regarding shelter in place and
social distancing to prevent further spread and allowing public meetings to be con-
ducted remotely, the meeting will be held remotely. Agendas are publish on the
Baraga County website:
https://www.baragacounty.org/government/departments/county-commission-
ers/

COUNTY OF BARAGA
BARAGA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

PUBLIC NOTICE OF REGULAR MEETING:

Monday, May 11, 2020
at 5:00 p.m.

The public may attend or participate in public comment:

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81260552340?pwd=ZEo4SnlGMGZxZkVNRkpOLzg0
dld3dz09

Meeting ID: 812 6055 2340
Password: 024365

Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)

Meeting ID: 812 6055 2340
Password: 024365

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kN9ybrvKp

WENDY J. GOODREAU
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

THE OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE BARAGA COUNTY BOARD OF COMMIS-
SIONERS MEETINGS ARE LOCATED IN THE COUNTY CLERK’S OFFICE

AND ARE AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION.

This meeting is open to all members of the public under 
Michigan’s Open Meetings Act.

STATE OF MICHIGAN
97th JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT

ORDER FOR SERVICE BY PUBLICATION/POSTING 
AND NOTICE OF ACTION

CASE NO. 20-0003-SC

COURTHOUSE 16 N THIRD ST, L’ANSE, MI 49946
906 524-9202

Plaintiff Defendant
K & N Contractors Daniel Snider
106 W Houghton Ave 13818 Bayview Dr
Houghton, MI 49931 L’Anse, MI 49946

TO Daniel Snider
IT IS ORDERED

You are being sued in this court by the plaintiff to pay a delinquent bill. You must
file your answer or take other action permitted by law in this court at the court
address above on or before June 2, 2020 @ 11am, appear & defend on that date and
time. If you fail to do so, a default judgement may be entered against you for the
relief demanded in the Affidavit and Claim filed in this case.

A copy of this order shall be published once a week in L’Anse Sentinel for three con-
secutive weeks and proof of publication shall be filed in this court.

Date: March 13, 2020 Timothy S Brennan P41461
Judge

Family Reunion Cancelled
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic the Ole Christian &
Hannah Pettersen Family Reunion on Aug 8th has
been postponed until summer of 2021. Unsure how
long this Coronavirus will be affecting our daily lives,
we felt that postponing is the most responsible step
to take.

If any questions please contact:
Sonia Rice at 715-718-1070 or 
JoEllen Lahti at 231-675-1431

Application Review
Applications for the Title VI program will be 

available for review on 
Wednesday, May 6 2020 

between 2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
at the L’Anse-Baraga Educational Office building,

located at 5 North Front Street in L’Anse.

LeAnn LeClaire is inviting you 
to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: May 12, 2020
Time: May 12, 2020 5:30 p.m. 

Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting

Meeting ID: 862 4750 0607
Password: 277980
One tap mobile

Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US

Meeting ID: 862 4750 0607
Password: 277980

Find your local number:
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kejK51nNsH

Legal

To place your 
Happy Ad 

call

524-6194
or email us at

sentinel1886@gmail.com

Honor your loved
one’s life with a
memoriam.

Call
906-524-6194
or email us at

sentinel1886@gmail.com
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This week’s historic Sentinel page is sponsored by
Baraga County Memorial Hospital. See ad on p. 5B.
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Baraga County Memorial Hospital

Editor’s note: Histor-
ical researcher LeRoy G.
Barnett has written about
three failed graphite
mines in this area. 

We began a three-part
series last week with the
Silver River Graphite Co.
east of L’Anse in 1876; and
the Hathaway Graphite
Manufacturing Co. in
1900. Three local men--
August Menge, Herman
Seifert and Roger C.
Williams were involved. 

Barnett’s story contin-
ues:

The adjacent Falls
River was tapped to power
the operation, the current
used to turn a 150-horse-
power turbine wheel.  The
flow of the stream quickly
proved to be too unreli-
able, so a boiler and engine
were soon installed to
drive the machinery by
steam when necessary.

Inside the plant were
crushers, grinders and
pulverizers, reduction
machines designed to turn
the matrix extracted from
the earth into a highly
refined black powder.  This
product was then pack-
aged in sacks weighing
about one hundred pounds
each and sold to firms in
Chicago, Detroit and Flint
to be used in making paint
to protect metal surfaces.

The Hathaway Com-
pany revealed little to the
public about its business
operations, but the con-
cern did offer a few clues
in 1903, the first and only
year it supposedly made a
profit.  Still relying upon
the initial 400 tons of ore
mined in 1900, the enter-
prise manufactured 3,153
gallons of graphite-based
paint and bagged 75 tons of
finely graded powder.  This
output allegedly gave the
firm’s coffers a surplus of
$1,567.42 in 1903.

Whether actual or con-
trived, this was the last
entry on the plus side of
the corporate annual
statement.  “Owing to a
lack of proper manage-
ment,” the company’s
business trajectory was

unsustainable.  As a result,
in 1905 the corporate head-
quarters was transferred
from L’Anse to Detroit, and
the following year the
stockholders authorized a
sale of the mine and pro-
cessing plant.

The enterprise went
into receivership in 1908,
and the entire operation
was put up for sale that
year.  Buyers for the busi-
ness were not found until
the summer of 1909, and
the Hathaway Graphite
Manufacturing Company
was thereafter referred to
in the past tense.

One Last Effort:
The parties that pur-

chased the Hathaway
property were mainly
Ishpeming interests oper-
ating as the Northern
Graphite Company.  In
1910, they made the mill in
the old roundhouse ready
to function again and had
men extract 300 tons of ore
at the mine site.

In 1911, manufacturing
operations resumed at the
L’Anse plant, requiring late
that year the removal of
another 200 tons of miner-
al from the workings along
Plumbago Creek.  Some of
this material was proces-
sed into powder in 1912,
but that was the last year
in which the machinery
functioned in that capacity.

The national recession
of 1913-1914 caused a
decline in business, thus
reducing demand for the
company’s product.  This
situation—coupled with
the fact that the ore being
used was sometimes
assayed as low as 20%
graphite—meant that the
firm just could not com-
pete with others in the
trade.

Consequently, in 1919
the factory of the company
was dismantled and the
equipment therein sold for
what it might fetch on the
open market.  In time,
even the firm’s mine site
disappeared, as a geologist
at the location in 1942
found that “slumped
ground has now covered

all the rock exposures” at
the place.

Thus, the Northern
Graphite Company fol-
lowed other such Upper
Peninsula firms into obliv-
ion.  But not all efforts to
mine plumbago in Baraga
County were failures, as
one in particular endured
for decades. 

Baraga Graphite
Mining Company

October 9, 1888, saw the
birth of the Baraga
Graphite Mining Company
when its articles of associ-
ation were signed in what
would eventually become
known as the Motor City.
“A company of Detroiters,”
it was formed “for the pur-
pose of working a vein of
graphite...near L’Anse.”

The mine was located
about eight miles south of
the county seat in what
surveyors refer to as the
northern half of the north-
east quarter of Section 16,
T.49 N., R.33 W.  The plan
was to take the ore
extracted from the site,
put it on railcars, and then
haul it to a processing

plant in Detroit.  There,
the raw material would be
refined and supposedly
turned into facings for cru-
cibles in foundries.

The on-site superinten-
dent was Robert Roger
Williams, a local man with
experience in the slate
quarries northeast of
L’Anse.  In December of
1888 he put some men to
work removing the over-
burden at the mine site so
as to expose the bed of
graphite.  This task was
quickly accomplished, and
by the end of January,
1889, the first carload of
ore was on its way to the
factory.

Five hundred tons of
mineral were mined in
1889 and another 1,000
tons in 1890, but that was
the end of the line for the
company.  In January of
1891, the stockholders
decided to sell the firm, a
mission that was accom-
plished six months later.

The business was not
sustainable given the
product it was attempting
to sell.  At a maximum of
30% graphite, the ore from

the mine was really not
suitable for foundry fac-
ings or cupola linings.  The
firm was losing money, so
some other use for the raw
material had to be found.

A Second Chance
to Get it Right:

The successor to the
Baraga Graphite Mining
Company was the Lake
Superior Graphite Com-
pany, a firm comprised of
many of the men who
founded the former busi-
ness.  Nearly everything
remained the same after
the 1891 sale with one
exception: now the product
to be marketed was
graphite paint.

Graphite paint was
showing great promise at
the time as a protective
coating for metal surfaces.
About four pounds of
exceedingly fine graphite
powder in each gallon of
paint seemed to guard iron
and steel against corro-
sion.

To test the efficacy of
this product, the Lake
Superior Graphite
Company applied its paint
to ferrous structures like

smoke stacks, storage
tanks, steel bridges, fire
escapes, pipes and boiler
tubes, along with metal
roofs and siding.  In every
case the results were suc-
cessful in keeping the sur-
faces rust-free.

Just one year after the
establishment of the Lake
Superior Graphite
Company, many of the
same Detroit investors
filed with the State of
Michigan articles of asso-
ciation for the Detroit
Graphite Manufacturing
Company.  While the rea-
son for this action has not
been found in the histori-
cal record, it appears that
the “Lake Superior” firm
was created to develop and
test the new paint product
and—once the commodity
was proven sound—it was
turned over to the “Detroit
Graphite” company to
manufacture and sell.

The Start of 
Something Big:

Beginning slow, and
relying initially on supplies
of graphite ore already
quarried and stored at the
mine, the Detroit Graphite
Manufacturing Company
began producing a premi-
um paint under the LSG
trademark (Lake Superior
Graphite).

Shortly before the turn
of the century, the firm
introduced a cheaper line
called “L’Anse Paints.”
This product was modeled
after its first-rate offer-
ings, but the manufactur-
ing process was “not as
extended nor as expen-
sive, and the [linseed] oils
used are not refined to the
same extent.”

Meanwhile, the top-of-
the-line paint was finding
great acceptance all over
the country, including pro-
tecting the original Ferris
Wheel at the Chicago
World’s Fair.  
To be continued.
We are still seeking
photos of graphite
mining. sen-
tinel1886@gmail.
com

GRAPHITE MINE--A graphitic
slate quarry operated by the
Detroit Graphite Company during
1912 and prior years. Graphite was
extracted from the quarried slate
at a facility in L'Anse and used as
paint pigment. The quarry consists

of a shallow open pit accessed
through a narrow cut through a
hillside. It lies in the Michigamme
Lower Slate formation near the
contact with a gneiss complex to
the south. 

Colorful history in local graphite mining
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Solution to April 29 Crossword

Michigamme Area News
Virginia Olson, 323-6274, vmolson@sbcglobal.net

I wrote my article Sunday night to
have it ready to send in on Monday. This
was my opening line. With the snow gone
from our yards, we replace the snow
shovels for the leaf rakes. It is a chance to
get out of the house and get some fresh
air and sunshine. I woke up this morning
to snow on the ground and couldn’t
believe my eyes. My mother giggled and
said it was just a ha-ha moment. Looking
at the snow, I didn’t think so but I smiled
inside that she thought it was funny.

Michigamme Township curb side
trash pick-up resumed this Monday, May
4.   All garbage must be bagged and tied
and set out by the curb by 6 a.m. Monday
morning.

With the stay at home order still in
effect, many committees are having to
make hard decisions on canceling their
summer events and projects. Everything
seems to be on hold until further notice.
As summer approaches and plans for 4th
of July celebrations have been in the
works since last year, nothing is for cer-
tain. The Downtown Development com-
mittee has the decision to put together
the tourist summer event rack card or
wait until next year. Updates will have to
be made on a week by week, day by day
basis as mandates are lifted.

Our meetings are all being held
through Zoom now until further notice.
This was my first experience and found
that it wasn’t as hard as I thought it would
be. Business goes on even if it takes a dif-
ferent way to accomplish the same task. 

One friend was talking to another
friend on the phone who was in a nursing

home. Saying that she missed not being
able to go to church and see her friends or
go to the store. She was telling her friend
how nice it was to finally get out side with
her walker. Although she still lives at
home with her husband, she has had
some health issues that make it hard to
get around. 

The other day, her daughter took her
for a walk to the corner of her block. Her
friend replied, “I know you weren’t com-
plaining but I have not been out of my
room during this pandemic. You could at
least go to the kitchen, the living room, or
out on your deck. I have not been allowed
out of my room or to have visitors or even
to see the other residents. They bring my
meals to my room, but I can’t go to the
dinning room. I have to stay in my room,
24/7.” 

When we think that we have been
through so much, there is always some-
one who has been through more. We have
so much to be thankful for that we should
not lose our empathy for others.

Birthdays: May 11, Christopher
DeLongchamp, Gus Walker; May 12,
Melissa Boyce; May 13, Zoe Brown,
Albert Howe; May 14, Simon Kallatsa,
Sharon Wallace; May 15, John C. Elliott,
Corey Richards, Brittany Hughes; May
16, Angie Alverson.

Anniversaries: May 15, Jim and
Jeannie Carlisle.

Meetings and Dates: May 10, Mother’s
Day; May 11, Michigamme Township
Board; May 13, Michigamme Museum;
May 14, Champion Lions Club; May 16,
Armed Forces Day.

Aura-Skanee News
Janet Roberts, 524-6887

Hoping to be able to get some news for you soon.  If
anyone has any news they would like to share please call
me at the number above or email to janetr@up.net.

Birthday wishes this week go toSamantha Peltola,
Lyle Verbanac, Danielle Renee Vizina, Nicole Rossi and
Chip LeClaire on May 1; Tracey Tembreull, Lisa
Coleman, Kolyn Sweeney and Cindy Larson on May 3;
Nathaniel Gransell, Drew VanBuren, Steve Martinac,
Chris Brown and David Peterson on May 4;  Jody
Thorsen and Glen Coleman on May 5; Joel Heikkinen,
Arlene Kemppainen, and Linda Mills on May 6; Jonny
Joseph Toyras and Gary Stein on May 7; Catherine
Milford, Kathy Tollefson, Scott Kent, Calvin Tollefson
and Keyrsten Clark on May 8;  Peter Heltunen, Rejean
Houle, Tim Houle and Evelyn Welch on May 9; Ed
Drabek on May 10 and Carrie Lou Thomas on May 13.

Anniversary wishes go to Mr. and Mrs. Curt
Wanhatalo on May 5; Joe and Jackie Treadeau, Randy
and Betty Simonsen and Mr. and Mrs. George Lahti on
May 6 and Jim and Ruth Baker on May 8.

With increasing tem-
peratures, be on the alert
for ticks, reminds the
Western UP Health De-
partment. 

With outdoor recreation
one of the few exceptions
to the “Stay Home, Stay
Safe” executive order
combining with warmer
temperatures, people are
heading outside to enjoy
the beauty of the Upper
Peninsula.  The increase in
temperature also brings
out ticks. Local residents
are already finding ticks
on themselves and their
pets. Ticks can harbor a
wide variety of diseases,
including Lyme disease,
Rocky Mountain spotted
fever, tularemia, and
anaplasmosis.  

Much of the Western
UP has been identified by
the Michigan Department
of Health and Human
Services as a confirmed
area with blacklegged
ticks present with Lyme
bacteria.  Lyme disease
cases in the UP have
increased in recent years,
so it is essential to
increase your effort to pro-
tect yourself from ticks.

Lyme disease is caused
by a bite from a tick, typi-
cally a deer tick, infected
with the bacterium
Borrelia burgdorferi.
Because ticks must be
attached for 24-48 hours
before the bacteria can be
transmitted, prompt
removal is extremely
important.  With certain
precautions, Lyme disease
is easily preventable and
can be treated with antibi-
otics if identified early.
Use the following tips to
protect yourself from tick-
borne diseases, including
Lyme disease:
Before going outdoors:

•Know where to expect
ticks.  Ticks live in grassy,
brushy, or wooded areas,

or even on animals.
Spending time outside
walking your dog, camp-
ing, gardening, or hunting
could bring you in close
contact with ticks. Be
extra vigilant in warmer
months, the blacklegged
tick can be active any time
after multiple days in a
row of temperatures over
32 degrees Fahrenheit.

•Avoid contact with
ticks. Walk in the center of
trails and avoid contact
with overgrown grass,
brush, and leaf litter.

•Treat clothing and
gear (especially pants,
socks, and shoes) with
products containing 0.5%
permethrin. Allow clothing
to thoroughly dry before
wearing. Permethrin can
remain protective through
several washings.  Do not
apply permethrin directly
to skin.

•Use Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) –
registered insect repel-
lants

(https://www.epa.gov/in
sect-repellents) containing
DEET, picaridin, IR3535,
oil of eucalyptus (OLE),
p a r a m e n t h a n e - i d o l
(PMD), or 2-undecanone.
Always follow product
instructions. Do no use
insect repellent on babies
younger than 2 months
old. Do no use products
containing OLE or PMD
on children under 3 years
old.
After coming indoors:

•Check your clothing
for ticks.  Ticks may be
carried into the house on
clothing. Tumble dry
clothes in a dryer on high
heat for 10 minutes to kill
ticks on dry clothing after
you come indoors.  If the
clothes require washing
first, hot water is recom-
mended.

•Examine gear and
pets.  Ticks can ride into

the home on gear and pets
and then attach to a per-
son later, so carefully
examine pets, coats, and
daypacks.

•Check your body for
ticks after being outdoors.
Conduct a full body check
upon returning from
potentially tick-infested
areas, including your back-
yard.  Use a hand held or
full length mirror to view
all parts of your body. You
should check your body,
and your child’s body for
ticks under the arms, in
and around the ears,
inside your belly button,
back of the knees, in and
around the hair, between
the legs, and around the
waist.

•Shower soon after
coming indoors.
Showering within two
hours of coming indoors
has been shown to reduce
your risks of getting Lyme
disease and may be effec-
tive in reducing the risk of
other tick-borne diseases.
Showering may help wash
off unattached ticks and it
is a good opportunity to do
a tick check.

In addition to foods list-
ed on the menu, all meals
are served with eight
ounces of milk or juice,
one pat oleo and one bread
serving. Cost for meals--$4
donation.

Thursday, May 14--
closed.

Friday, May 15--closed.
Monday, May 18--

Goulash, mixed beans,
cranberry coleslaw, mixed
fruit.

Tuesday, May 19--
Chicken, rice medley,
broccoli, peaches.

Wednesday, May 20--
Meatloaf, baked potato,
peas, butterscotch pud-
ding.

Baraga Senior Meals
are offered at the following
locations: Green Hill
Manor, Monday through
Friday at 11:30 a.m.;
Covington Multi-purpose
building, Tuesday-Thurs-
day, 11:30 a.m. 

Funds for these pro-
grams are made available
by project income, local
millage, Office of Services
to the Aging (Lansing),
Area Agency on Aging
(Escanaba), and the
Administration on Aging
in Washington, DC.

For more information
about the senior meal pro-
gram,  please call 524-5450.

Senior 
Menus

Greenhouse

Ready Set Grow
Keweenaw Greenhouse
Now open for preordered
roadside pickup ONLY.

100’s of  blooming 
baskets available for

Mothers Day.

10 inch hanging
basket $18.00

Blooming pansy 
flats $16.00

+ potted geraniums,
spikes, vines, 

bedding flats and more.

For ordering, pricing and
further info please call

524-4769 (GROW) 

Gift Certificates and
Delivery and Planting 
Services Available!

Follow us on Facebook
email us at growup.net
We accept credit cards.

gh-18-t1

Artleys Greenhouse
M-38, Baraga 

(3 mi. W. on M-38)
395-7973 

Hours: Monday -Friday
10:00am - 7:00pm 

Saturday 10:00am  -
3:00pm

gh-18-t6

Banquet Halls

Whirl-I-Gig
Banquet Facilities

for wedding receptions,
retirement parties, gradu-

ations, anniversaries
Seating capacity for 400
Catering services avail-

able.
For information call 524-

7875
bf-14-tf

The L’Anse American
Legion rents out their hall 
and has 2 meeting rooms

available also. 
7 days a week. 

Call 524-7746 for pricing.

bf-14-tf

Classifieds
L’Anse
Sentinel
READERS!
Have your
paper 

delivered 
to you 

and save.
Contact us at the

L’Anse
Sentinel

P.O. Box 7 • L’Anse,
MI  49946
524-6194

sentinel1886@
gmail.com

Need Professional Help?

Business Directory

Call on the Experts in
the Sentinel’s Classified

Sentinel
Subscriptions
Make Great Gifts

Call 524-6194 
or email us at
sentinel1886
@gmail.com

Mother’s Day Special
Carry Out

Serving 11 a.m. till 7 p.m.
Specials

- While supplies last -

Pot Roast, Baked Ham
Baked Chicken with Dressing

Specials come with a choice of 
potato & gravy, coleslaw 

& dinner roll
Full Menu Also Available

Phone: 524-7858
Now open for carry out beginning 

May 7th,
Until restrictions are lifted

Thursday thru Sunday, 
11 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Now hiring all positions.
Apply within or call 524-7858

Cooking 
Corner

I hope that all of my readers have been feeling well
this past six weeks.  With no school and people work-
ing at home, I am sure that more home cooking is
going on.  I have done some “fussier” dishes than
usual, and also some takeout meals.  Thank goodness
for curbside and drive through!  

This bar recipe is one that I have been anxious to
try.  Karen Mayo brought these bars to a potluck at
church and I asked her for the recipe.  I lost the recipe
the first time (where, I don’t know) and had to sheep-
ishly ask her a second time; it’s a good thing that she
is very understanding!  This was a good quarantine
project, counting caramels and unwrapping them
would be a good job for any children that want to help
in the kitchen.  I bought two bags of caramels, figur-
ing that one bag would not be enough.  I was right,
each bag had 38 caramels (one had an extra wrapper
in it, I wonder who ate that at the factory?) so I had a
few extra of my own to eat when I was done with the
50 I needed.  These bars are ooey-gooey delicious!

Caramel Bars Karen Mayo
Spray a 9x13 pan with cooking spray.  Preheat the

oven to 350 degrees.

Combine in a large bowl:
•1 ½ cup brown sugar
•1 cup oatmeal
•2 cups flour
•1 tsp. baking soda
•Add 1 cup melted butter or margarine.  
Stir well to combine.

Pat ½ of oatmeal mixture in bottom of pan.
Sprinkle ½ cup chopped nuts over bottom crust.
Sprinkle one 6 oz. bag of chocolate chips over nuts.  

Unwrap 50 caramels in a microwave safe dish.
Add ½ cup evaporated milk.  Heat and stir until the
caramels are melted.  Pour melted caramel mixture
over the top of chocolate chips and use back of spoon
to cover all.

Sprinkle with remaining oatmeal mixture.  Bake
for 12- 15 minutes or until very lightly brown. Cool.
Store in refrigerator.

#143 RECIPE

CARAMEL BARS

by Melissa Hoffman 
Treadeau

Warmer temperatures
trigger UP tick season
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Classifieds
Lost & Found Services

Help Wanted

For RentMerchandise Real Estate

Local Business Directory

150 US-41 SOUTH

353-6185
Gas ~ Groceries
Beer ~ Pizza

-- Open -- 
7 days a week
5 a.m.-midnight

• Carpentry • Masonry  • Concrete • Roofing
• Excavating • Bulldozing • Basements under 

existing homes
16850 Skanee Rd. ~ L’Anse

(906) 524-7500

L’ANSE, MI

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

16543 Hebard Ave.
L’Anse, MI  49946

Phone
(906) 524-7158

Basements under existing building

Concrete - Masonry 
Carpentry

Roofing - Siding
Chimneys - Foundations

Building Moving

Licensed & Insured • Residential & Commercial

Plumbing
Heating

Air Conditioning
SPECIALISTS

11937 M-38 • Alston, MI 49958
906-338-2841

Rental items for all your needs
HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 7:00-5:30     Saturday  7:00 - 3:00

Sunday   9:00-3:00

US 41 L’Anse 906-524-6295

SERVING YOU 
7 DAYS A WEEK

Building Materials               Paint                            Blocks
Lawn & Garden Products     Hand Tools                     Culverts
Treated Lumber                   Power Tools                  Lumber 
Plumbing Supplies               Electrical Supplies                  

Jason Chaudier
513 Michigan Ave.
Baraga, MI 49908
Phone: 906-353-1911
Fax: 906-353-1911

BBuuyy--SSeellll--TTrraaddee
•Ammo
•Licenses
•Long Guns
•Hand Guns 906-524-6945

18172 US Hwy 41 
L’Anse, MI 49946

CCHAMPIONHAMPION MMONUMENTONUMENT
MONUMENTS * MARKERS • MEMORIALSMONUMENTS * MARKERS • MEMORIALS

Serving the Area for 24  years
JEFF FISH     
L’ANSE, MI

Cell: 201-2326
Champion

J&R Auto Service, LLC
802 US HWY 41S, Baraga, MI 49908

906-353-6383
Jay Loman, Owner
ASE Master and 
MI Certified Technicians
JLOMAN@up.net
Custom Exhaust --Algnments --Tires
Oil Changes -- Complete Auto Repair

-- We Do It All! --

(906) 362-0372

dalegordonsells@gmail.com
www.nmlbhoughton.com

DALE GORDON
Real Estate Specialist

Expert Garage Door Services!!!
Houghton, Baraga, Marquette 

& Ontonagon Counties

Sales, Service & Install
19825 Sharon Avenue 
Houghton, MI  49931
483-3791

16796 Skanee Rd.
L’Anse, MI 49946

524-5756 
OR

201-2202

TOPSOIL  
SAND 
GRAVEL  
STONE 
RIP-RAP

SEPTIC SYSTEMS
DRIVEWAYS
CULVERTS

Northern Painting & Coatings
On Your Site

Custom • Residential • Commercial
Industrial • Interior • Exterior • Painting
Staining • Water, Sand and Soda Blasting

EPA Certified, Lead Safe, Bonded & Insured.
Serving the Copper Country and Central UP

Since 1991

615 Superior Avenue ~ Baraga, MI 49908
PH: (906) 353-7800 • CELL (906) 395-7800

FAX: 353-7805
Email:  NPC615@gmail.com

Need 
Advice?
Call 

on the
Experts

Advertise 
Your 

Business
Services 
Here

TOP SOIL, SAND, GRAVEL, WASHED STONE,
RIP-RAP, EXCAVATION, CONCRETE WORK,

GRADING, SEEDING & MULCHING, 
CARPENTRY, NEW CONSTRUCTION, 
ADDITIONS, REPAIRS, DEMOLITION,
GARAGES, DECKS and MUCH MORE! 

Call for a free estimate!
kcoexc@up.net | Facebook.com/kcoconstruction

906-524-7738
18272 US HWY 41, L’Anse, MI 49946

Authorized Stratford Homes Dealer!

CURRENT POSITIONS

Full Time Wildlife Technician
Enrollment/Licensing Coordinator
Dentist
Assistant Tribal Prosecutor
Aquatic Invasive Species Specialist
Treatment Counselor
Outpatient Counselor
Accounting Manager
Physician / Medical Director

Part Time Dentist
Cleaning Person
Family Health Educator
Teaching Assistant II
Peer Recovery Mentor (3 positions)

Temporary Youth Wildlife Technician
Youth Fisheries Technician
Youth Plant Technician

Seasonal Fire Technician

ON CALL Dentist
Firefighter

ON-GOING RECRUITMENT

Part Time Unit Manager (New Day) 
(up to 37 hr/wk)                                                                                                                                                 

ON CALL Unit Manager (OVW)                                                                   
Nurse Practitioner                                                                
Pharmacist  
Pharmacy Technician
Receptionist / Clerical Worker 
Cleaning Person                                                                    
Facility Attendant                                                                    
RN’s & LPN’s                                                                          
Van Driver  
Prep Cook                                                    
Natural Resources Technician                                            
Laborer     

KBIC Personnel Department
16429 Beartown Road, 

Baraga, MI  49908
906-353-6623, ext 4176

or visit  http://www.kbic-nsn.gov

KEWEENAW BAY INDIAN COMMUNITY

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

HIRING
Direct Care Staff duties include providing a range of
support for adults by assisting with daily personal
care needs & engaging clients in leisure/recreation

activities in the community and home setting.

FULL-TIME
In Houghton County

• $12.83 per hour
• Benefit Package includes: medical, dental, vision, 
life insurance, retirement plan, paid time off & more

PART-TIME/CALL-IN - ALL SHIFTS
In Houghton, Baraga, Ontonagon Counties

• $12.60 per hour
• Benefits include: Paid Time Off & Retirement Plan

ADDITIONAL $2/HOUR DURING 
THE COVID PANDEMIC

WHAT’S NEEDED TO QUALIFY:
High School Diploma / GED

Valid MI Driver’s License Required
Must pass a Criminal Background Check

EOE

Paid training classes begin on
May 28

Application material can be found
on our website

www.cccmh.org/employment

REQUEST BID
L’Anse Area Schools is requesting bids for the
assembly of a Hansen Pole Building Package near
the football field and any required permits for the
work. This includes site prep work also.

Contact Joanne Hochstein at
jhochstein@laschools.us or 906-524-6000 ext 1 to
be emailed a copy of the plans.

Contact Mr. Mike Roth, Maintenance/Transportation
Supervisor, at 524-0211 for additional information or
to set up a time to inspect the site.

Bids must be marked “BID” and sent to:

Susan Tollefson, Superintendent
L’Anse Area Schools
201 N. Fourth St.
L’Anse, MI 49946

All bids must be received no later than 
4:00 p.m. on Friday, May 22, 2020.

L’Anse Area Schools reserves the right to 
accept or reject all bids.

L’Anse Area Schools is 
an equal opportunity employer. 

Selkey Fabricators LLC
is hiring skilled welders.

Ability to read prints, follow instructions and
work safely are required skills.

To inquire call 353-7104 and ask for Steve.

For Sale:
Life estate for 82 year old
in Baraga Township prop-
erty: $85,268.24.  For
inquiries, please call 906-
875-4543

re-18-tf3

For Rent: 1 & 2 Bedroom

Apts Available.  201-1151      

fr-42-tf

ATTENTION!
GARBAGE DROP OFF
Back to Summer Hours
SKANEE TOWN HALL 

9 - 10:45 
AURA FIRE DEPT. 

11:30 - 1:00
FORD FARM ROAD

1:30 - 2:30
Saturday
524-5662

se-4-t1

Arvon Transit & Disposal
accepting garbage

schedule and locations:
 At Hanson’s Garage:

Tues. 8 - 12 noon
Thurs., 3:30 - 5:30 pm
Sat., 2:30 - 4:00pm
Northern Oil
 on Hwy M-38, 
Wed., 8 - 11:30, 

Fri., 3:30 - 5:30 pm
Sat., 12:30 - 2:00 pm

Keweenaw Fire Hall

Sat., 9 am - 11:00
at Covington 

Multi-Purpose Building
Wednesdays 2:00 - 5:00

pm
$2.50/bag

All Townships Welcome
524-5662

se-4-t1

Carpenter with 20 plus
years experience available
for your   SPRING proj-
ects!  Siding, windows,
decks, kitchen and bath
remodels, plumbing, paint-
ing, tile, etc.  Call 906-395-
0350

se-28-tx

Choice Lawn Care - Lawn
moving services available
for Baraga County area.
Call Trevor for informa-
tion at 524-5257 or 201-0477

se-18-t4x

Copper Country Humane
Society of Houghton on
U.S. 41 is closed Sunday,
Tuesday & Thursday. Open
Monday, Wednesday &
Friday 4 pm-8 pm:
Saturday 2pm-7pm. 487-
9560                            lf-1-tfx

Large Trailer Selection,
dumps, car haulers,
enclosed, wood sides,
A.T.V., Skister trailers all in
stock. Greenlight 906-370-
5175                       ms-23-tf

Now Hiring all Postions at
the Hilltop Resturant.
Applay within or call 524-
7858 hw-18-t4

www.facebook.com
/lansesentinel

See this week’s Sentinel
inserts for special savings!



DNR updates opening
dates and modifications
for public outdoor recre-
ation sites

Under updated EO,
most state parks, trail and
boating access sites are
open for local use; camp-
grounds, other lodging,
shelters to open in phases.

To help slow the spread
of the coronavirus and
carry out Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer’s extended "Stay
Home, Stay Safe"
Executive Order through
May 15, the Department of
Natural Resources has
updated expected opening
dates and available ameni-
ties at many of its public
outdoor recreation sites
and facilities.

Most state parks and
recreation areas and
state-managed trails and
boating access sites
remain open to provide
local opportunities to enjoy
the outdoors, but social
distancing is key. Federal
and state health officials
consistently have said that
keeping at least 6 feet
away from those outside
your household is vital to
containing the virus
spread.

Proposed facility
reopening dates are based
on the updated stay-at-
home executive order that
ends May 15 and are stag-
gered to allow for proper
preparation. Details on
closures and changes in
services, as well as fre-
quently asked questions,
are available on the DNR’s
COVID-19 response web-
page at Michigan.gov/
DNR.
The changes and
planned public opening
dates include the follow-
ing, but further changes
to the EO could affect
these plans:

•Prep time needed to
get facilities ready

•Camping, overnight
lodging and shelters set to
open June 22

•State forest camp-
grounds and DNR-operat-
ed harbors set to open

June 10
•Boating access sites –

availability and safety
•Other operational

announcements
Ron Olson, chief of the

DNR Parks and
Recreation Division, said
he and his staff are eager
to welcome back campers
and visitors, but proper
safety precautions and
maintenance work must
happen first.

“We know millions of
residents are eager to
return to state parks and
recreation areas, and we
will be here to serve them
and make their visits as
enjoyable as possible, but
we have to open the right
way and be certain that
facilities and sites are
clean, safe and ready to
accommodate everyone,”
Olson said.
Prep time needed to
get facilities ready

To prepare state-man-
aged parks, trails and
boating facilities, many
important tasks must be
completed once nonessen-
tial work is permitted. The
department anticipates
staff can start work May 15
once the stay-at-home
order is lifted; prep work is
expected to take roughly
five weeks. Duties include:

•Acquiring drinking
water permits from county
health departments.

•Opening bathrooms.
•Hiring and training

seasonal staff.
•Ensuring sanitation

systems are running effi-
ciently.

•Making progress on
infrastructure needs.

•Other operational
duties.
Camping, overnight lodg-
ing and shelters set to
open June 22

Camping and overnight
lodging reservations for
dates between May 15 and
June 21 have been can-
celed, but the following
reimbursement options
are available:

•Request to change
reservation dates to later

in the season (pending
availability within the
reservation booking win-
dow) and earn a free night
for that time period. No
reservation fees or cancel-
lation/modification fees
will be charged.
Reservation holders who
want this option must con-
tact the call center at 800-
447-2757 by May 15 at 8
p.m.

•Choose a full refund to
automatically be applied to
original payment method,
including the reservation
fee. Reservation holders
DO NOT need to take any
action; all remaining
reservations will automati-
cally be canceled after
May 15, and an email will
be sent when the refund is
completed. No cancella-
tion/modification fees will
be charged.

In addition, reservation
holders whose camping
reservations for stays
between March 23 and
May 15 were canceled due
to COVID-19 are eligible
for a free night of camping
on reservations made
later in the season. Those
who want to make a reser-
vation or have already
booked one for a later date
should call 800-447-2757 by
May 15 at 8 p.m. and have
their canceled booking
number handy.
Please note: Reserva-
tions extending beyond
June 21 will be changed to
a June 22 arrival date and
canceled nights will auto-
matically be refunded to
the original payment
method.

Shelter reservations
between May 15 and June
21 will automatically be
canceled. Reservation
holders for those dates will
receive full refunds to the
original payment method,
including the reservation
fee paid at the time reser-
vations were made. No
cancellation/modification
fees will be charged.
Questions can be directed
to the reservation call cen-
ter at 800-447-2757.

State forest camp-
grounds and DNR-oper-
ated harbors set to open
June 10

The DNR will extend
closures in state forest
campgrounds and DNR-
operated harbors through
at least June 9, allowing
for additional time to pre-
pare for public reopening.

Reservations for dates
between May 15 and June
9 will automatically be can-
celed after May 15 for a full
refund to the original pay-
ment method, unless a
customer calls the call
center at 800-447-2757 by
May 15 at 8 p.m. to request
a reservation be changed
to a later date as outlined
above (including one free
night).
Boating access sites –
availability and safety

DNR-managed boating
access sites that already
were open for the season
and remained open during
the stay-at-home order will
remain open. The addition
of various amenities, such
as the placement of cour-
tesy piers and the reopen-
ing of bathrooms at boat-
ing access sites, will begin
as staff time and mainte-
nance schedules allow.

The most recent stay-
at-home order specifies
that boating (including
motorized) is now allowed,
but people from different
households are strongly
encouraged to practice
social distancing and stay
at least 6 feet apart.
Other operational
announcements

•Bathroom buildings
and hand-washing stations
are closed through at least
June 3, although those
facilities associated with
campgrounds will remain
closed until the camp-
ground opens. Trash serv-
ice also has been halted
during the same time
frame; please leave the
sites as you found them.
Bring bags to carry out
any trash with you.

•Dispersed camping on
approved state-managed

lands is not permitted until
at least May 15.

•Due to the extended
stay-at-home order and
operational functions
associated with starting
the season, the tentative
opening date at Silver
Lake State Park ORV Area
in Oceana County is
Wednesday, June 3. Staff is
scheduled to return May
15 and the prep work is
anticipated to take about
three weeks. Read full

press release.
•In order to minimize

face-to-face interactions
and the exchange of
money, the Recreation
Passport requirement for
vehicle entry to state
parks and recreation
areas, state forest camp-
grounds and state-man-
aged boating access sites
has been suspended until
at least two weeks after
the stay-at-home order
ends.
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by Nancy Besonen

The 2020 Baraga
County Fair has been can-
celled due to Coronavirus,
interrupting a hallowed
tradition that spans over
100 years.  

With no fair to look for-
ward to this summer, the
L’Anse Sentinel looks back
this week at the history of
the Baraga County Fair.   A
journey through historical
L’Anse Sentinels available
online through the Library
of Congress unearthed the
fair’s inception in 1912.

The first county fair
story, titled “Pomona and
County Fair Oct. 5,” was
published Sept. 14, 1912.  It
reported the Upper
Peninsula Development
Bureau was urging all 15
counties in Upper
Michigan to hold a fair, and
the L’Anse Grange was in
charge of seeing the proj-
ect through.

The fair would be held
at the opera house, and all
local farmers, grangers
and citizens were urged to
get their exhibits in.  “A
splendid musical and vocal
program will be
arranged,” the story
noted, “also some good
speakers secured.”  

Top exhibits would be
included in a display at the
Fall Convention of the
Michigan Grange in the
Soo. The first Baraga
County Fair enjoyed a
strong debut, leading to an
even bigger and better
event the following year. 

The Sept. 20, 1913
L’Anse Sentinel featured a
banner headline across its

front page announcing,
“Meet Your Friends at the
County Fair.”  A subtitle
added, “If You Have Any

Interest Whatever, You
Should Attend.  Good
Entertainment will we
Provided by Those in
Charge of Things.”

The 1913 fair spanned
two days, Sept. 26 and 27,
and was held at the
Baraga Grange Hall in

Baraga Township.  The
program included speak-
ers, soloists, various crop
judgings, a demonstration

of the “Split Log Drag for
improving our highways,”
and a plowing match with
a first place prize of $3.

The fair was initially
put on by the L’Anse and
Baraga Grange.  In 1914
and for many years after it
was held at the Baraga

Fair Grounds. In 1935 the
fair opened in the new
Community Building at
Baraga, but had no live-

stock entries due to a lack
of accommodations.

Henke’s Carnival
thrilled for that fair’s Sept.
26-28 run.  Jack Rubbe and
his Orchestra performed
Friday night and on
Saturday, the Mandan
Hayseeds kept the dance

crowd hopping.  Hopes ran
high for top—notch
exhibits following a
bumper growing year in
Baraga County. 

In 1941 both the title
and venue changed when
first Pelkie Dairy Day and
Picnic were held Aug. 1 at
the Pelkie Agricultural
School.  Dairy cow judging,
pie eating contests, music
by the WPA Band and
more filled the day which
also featured a county-
wide 4-H picnic and farm
machinery exhibits.

Dairy Day would
endure for 25 years.
“Pioneering in Pelkie,” a
history of the region, fills
some gaps with its chapter
titled, “Dairy Day—

Baraga County Fair.”  It
notes the Baraga County
Fair complex was named
the G.F. Biekkola County
Fair Building as a tribute
to Fred Biekkola.

Biekkola served as
County Agricultural Agent
from January, 1931
through September, 1965.
He was credited with
establishing the Baraga
County Fair—Dairy Day
as both a success and an
enduring tradition in the
community.  

On Aug. 25, 1965, the
25th anniversary of Dairy
Day, the event’s name was
changed back to the
Baraga County Fair,
scheduled to return once
again in August, 2021. 

County fair enjoys long history
Coronavirus causes break in tradition

FUN AT FAIR--Will have to be on
hold for 2020.  The much-anticipat-

ed tradition is taking a time-out
due to Coronavirus.   

UP State Fair
vote still out

by Nancy Besonen

The U.P. State Fair
Authority and Delta
County Chamber of
Commerce are working
together to try to save the
U.P. State Fair from
becoming another casual-
ty of Coronavirus.

Larger events based at
the U.P. State Fairgrounds
have already been can-
celed, including the
Krusin’ Klassics Fun Run,
Kiwanis Home and Garden
Show, WLUC Spring Craft
Show and the U.P.
Whitetails Spring Banquet.
The fairgrounds and
organizations benefit from
income from those events
which may be rescheduled
later in the year.

Vickie Micheau, Execu-
tive Director for the Delta
County Chamber of Com-
merce and Management
Agent for the U.P. State
Fair, said they are pro-
ceeding with caution in
hopes of preserving the
tradition, if not all the reg-
ular features, of the U.P.
State Fair.

“For now, we are under

the assumption that the
fair will take place provid-
ed the Governor does not
extend the Stay Home,
Stay Safe order,” Micheau
said , “or if the Authority,
after careful evaluation of
the information received
beforehand, decides that it
is not in the best interest of
the public health to hold
the 2020 fair.

“We are processing all
exhibitor entry forms,
camping and vendor con-
tracts, booking grandstand
entertainment and fulfill-
ing commitments to our
sponsors as we normally
do at this time,” she said
“Everyone involved in the
fair is closely evaluating
information as it is
received.”

Micheau said the pub-
lic’s safety is paramount in
the Authority and Cham-
ber of Commerce’s deci-
sion.

“We will work alongside
local, state and federal
authorities to assure a safe
and healthy plan is in place
for the 2020 UP State Fair,”
Micheau said.  

DNR updates outdoor rec opening dates

2020 Lumberjack Days cancelled
After much delibera-

tion, the Baraga County
Lumberjack Days Com-
mittee has made the deci-
sion to cancel Baraga
County Lumberjack Days
for 2020. 

The cancellation was
announced on the Lum-
berjack Days Committee’s
website, which read:

“During this unsettling

time in history, we feel it is
much more important to
be proactive in protecting
our communities and
tourists. 

“There is a possibility
we may hold a fundraiser
the end of August or in
September, only if it is safe
to do so, and it would be
announced on our page
and website so please keep

an eye out for any future
announcements. 

“With that being said,
we sincerely wish to thank
all of the local businesses
and all of our individual
sponsors from past years
who have helped us put on
our celebrations. Even
though our hearts are
heavy, having to make this
decision, we look ahead to

make next year a spectac-
ular and triumphant re-
turn of a celebration to
honor our nation’s inde-
pendence.

“Please remain safe out
there as we truly look for-
ward to seeing you all
again in 2021. God bless
you all and God bless
America.”

Weekly weather reportsWeekly weather reports
Temperature       Precipitation   Snow

Date High Low Rain Snow
Cover
4/27 54 35 - - 7
4/28 47 31 .23 - 6
4/29 46 38 .62 - 5
4/30 39 32 .06 - 4
5/1 56 28 - - 2
5/2 67 42 .15 - T
5/3 66 39 - - T

Temperature     Precipitation    Snow
Date High Low Rain Snow
Cover
4/26 68 41 - - -
4/27 55 39 - - -
4/28 41 32 .24 - -
4/29 54 32 1.24 - -
4/30 65 42 .05 - -
5/1 62 41 - - -

5/2 46 20 .12 -
-

Temperature Precipitation
Snow
Date High Low Rain Snow
Cover
4/26 57 23 - - -
4/27 50 27 .17 - -
4/28 49 37 .37 - -
4/29 46 38 .45 - -
4/30 60 34 - - -
5/1 74 29 .08 - -

5/2 70 45 .07 -
-
Total this week 1.14 0.0
Previous total 2.54 119.0
Total to date 3.68 119.0
by Gale Eilola, Pelkie

Total this week 1.65 0.0
Previous total 0.00 153.0
Total to date 1.65 153.0
by Dale Hutula, Watton

Total this week 1.06 0.00
Previous total 0.00 185.00
Total to date 1.06 185.00
by Cindy Pirkola, Herman


